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IPFW ends Lady
Bronc win streak
we didn’t play like we did in the first
two games.”
The Lady Broncs got a chance to
relax last Friday night to enjoy some
The University of Texas-Pan
friendly competition as they played
American volleyball team was riding
host to a team of UTPA alumni.
a three-game winning streak when it
Pan Am defeated their alumni in an
met Indiana-Purdue-Fort Wayne
exhibition match, 30-22, 30-20 and
Sunday. Unfortunately, the
30-17 at the Fieldhouse.
Mastodons put an end to UTPA’s
Friday’s contest lacked the
latest string of victories by coming
intensity of a regular match against a
from behind to defeat the Lady
classic rival, but the Lady Broncs
Broncs in five sets.
used the opportunity to get players
IPFW beat the orange-and-green,
who have not seen that much playing
24-30, 26-30, 30-28, 30-25 and 15time this year
11. The Mastodons
into the
improved to 13-9
game.
with the win,
The game
while Pan Am
was more fun
We made some
dropped to 12-10
than
on the season.
mistakes, and as
competition
IPFW won
and players
despite an amazing
a
result
we
didn’t
crossed the
performance by
net several
play like we did
freshman libero
times along
Carol Marcengo,
in the first two
with some
whose 41 digs
good-natured
were four shy of
games
trash talk.
the UTPA single- Stephanie Redd, UTPA volleyball
In addition,
match record of
player
the women
45, set by Nikol
from the
Gerlach in 1995.
Valley got a
Marcengo
chance to play against former
increased her streak of 20 or more
coaches and the older women on the
digs to 11 consecutive matches.
team got a chance to play against
Cathi Netemeyer had 21 kills to
former teammates. Lyons enjoyed the
lead the way for the Lady Broncs.
opportunity to play against the person
The orange-and-green received a
big spark from freshman setter Karon who taught her how to play.
“I got a chance to play against two
Lyons as she recorded 28 assists and
of my old coaches,” Lyons said. “I
14 digs.
could show them that I have taken
Sophomore middle blocker
what they taught me and worked hard
Stephanie Redd believes the loss can
be charged to a lack of concentration. and tried to improve my game.”
UTPA will be back in action on
“In the third game we did not come
Oct. 18 when they face Connecticut
out with the intensity that we did in
at Texas A&M-Corpus Christi at 1
the first two games,” Redd said. “We
p.m.
made some mistakes and as a result
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HESTEC HITS UTPA

By MATT HALL
The Pan American

By CLARISSA MARTINEZ
The Pan American

“

“

Photo by Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American

The Lady Broncs defeated a team comprised of alumni in three straight sets Friday night at the Fieldhouse.

Ramos combats everyday stress with exercise
By ED CHRNKO
The Pan American
The most respected Latin
American journalist, Univisión
anchor Jorge Ramos, made a
quick stop at the Barnes &
Noble in McAllen on North
10th Street Sunday as part of a
tour promoting his latest book,
“Atravesando Fronteras” or
“No Borders.”
Ramos’ hectic schedule
includes anchoring Univisión’s
national nightly news, writing

columns that appear in 30
publications, and doing a
syndicated radio show. For
good measure, he has
published five books in the
span of four years.
However, the Mexico City
native knows that there is a
place and time for everything.
He tries to dedicate what free
time he has to his family as
well as his personal mental and
physical health. His past as an
accomplished athlete helps him
maintain that health.

Ramos, an avid fútbol
(soccer) fan and player, plays
on one of Univisión’s teams
that includes engineers,
cameramen and other staff
members. He said that the
physical activity permits him to
escape from day-to-day stress,
especially with the type of
schedule he maintains.
“I deal with stress playing
fútbol, running, and I’m
happy,” Ramos said. “I play
fútbol every Saturday morning
at Univisión.”

The journalist has been
playing the game since he was
a boy growing up in Mexico
City. He’s a fan of the Mexican
First Division fútbol club, the
Pumas of the National
Autonomous University of
México (U.N.A.M.) based in
Mexico City, and currently
headed by legendary Mexican
striker Hugo Sánchez.
Ramos has found that some
of his best ideas have come to
him while jogging.
The Mexican immigrant is

no stranger to physical activity.
Ramos has always been around
sports. In México, he was an
aspiring athlete before an
injury left him unable to
compete with the Mexican
national team in the Olympic
qualifiers during the 1970s.
Ramos started his Olympic
training when he was 14,
specializing in the high jump.
The training taught Ramos to
control his nervousness, and
eventually helped him years
later when he went in front of

the camera.
A back injury forced him to
switch to the 400-meter
hurdles and he competed
successfully in several national
championships, hoping to win
a place on the Mexican
national team for the 1976 or
1980 Olympics.
However, Ramos’ back
injury turned out to be more
serious than originally thought.
Mexican Olympic team

See RAMOS page 14

Maybe next
year?

Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American

HESTEC WEEK— UTPA students and members of the community
attend a number of information presentations Wednesday.

A whole generation can say they have seen a
man walk on the moon.
Hundreds of families visit NASA space station
in Houston every year, but few can say they
have received live advice from actual astronauts
millions of miles away in space.
Students across South Texas were privileged
to be able to speak to the Expedition 7 Crew
through a live downlink provided by NASA
Tuesday morning in the UTPA Field House. As
part of HESTEC’s Math and Science Exploration
Day, astronauts Yuri Malenchenko and Edward
T. Lu took time from the space station to chat
with over 1,000 members of GEAR UP (Gaining
Early Awareness and Readiness for
Undergraduate Program) and individuals
participating in HESTEC activities.
"The best piece of advice I can offer any of
you, is to keep asking questions,” Lu said.
“Don’t accept every idea the first time you hear
it. Scientists are wrong sometimes too, but that’s
how science works.”
Though the majority of the students who had
the opportunity to ask Malenchenko and Lu a
question about their experience in space were of
high school age, standing with their heads high
were a group of second-graders from Crockett
Elementary in McAllen. Alex Segura, a member
of the class who won the "Ask the Astronaut a
Question" Contest sponsored by KGBT-TV
Channel 4, asked if the spacemen had
encountered any aliens.
With a heartfelt grin and laugh, Lu responded
that if he had seen any aliens it would be a
major event for everyone, but they had not seen
anything yet. Another student asked if the
human race could survive on the planet Mars.
"Right now there is a hostile environment
because of the low atmospheric pressure there
and the lack of oxygen,” Lu answered. “In the

future, I do think people will consider
colonizing Mars and eventually, humans will
spread across the solar systems, and Mars will
be one of the places we live.”
Lu’s answer summarizes the attitude and
message this year’s HESTEC is sending
educators, students, and community members:
Follow your goal no matter the obstacles in the
path.
Rita Moreno was the keynote speaker to
educators Monday, and she told of the doubts
people in the entertainment industry had about
her, and the stereotypical roles she got early in
the game. After her breakthrough performance in
the film “West Side Story,” she gained more
respect from others and strengthened the belief
she had in herself.
“Don’t say you can’t do something because
you’re black or Latino,” Moreno said. “Face
that, get over it, dust yourself off, and study.”
Moreno’s believes education serves as an
equalizer, and she encouraged using knowledge
to back up the pursuit of one’s dreams.
Congressman Ciro D. Rodriguez was one of
the political figures who attended the Hispanic
Science Literacy Roundtable Monday. He stated
that the goal for South Texas is to no longer fall
through the cracks of higher education, but enter
the workforce with the preparation they need to
succeed.
Dr. Clifford Houston, NASA associate
administrator for Higher Education, said that 10
years from now he envisions South Texas
providing large numbers of engineers and
science majors to work for corporations and in
field testing.
With the educators motivation after Math and
Science Educator Day, students were able to
gain the same encouragement from HESTEC
Tuesday with speeches from Olympic gold
medalist skater Derek Parra, TV animal guru

See HESTEC page 12

Students participate in UTPA Spirit Week
By BELINDA REYES
The Pan American
The big bold colors of green and orange stream
everywhere around campus these days because it’s
Bronc Spirit Week.
Spirit Week always kicks off the beginning of
women and men’s basketball training, and
natually leads to Midnight Madness Friday.
David Mariscal, assistant dean of students, said
this is the third year that the Office of Student
Development has administered Spirit Week
projects.
“The coordinators and I start planning this week
in the summer. The week is selected when the
week of Midnight Madness is selected,” Mariscal
said. “We start designing Bronc spirit shirts and
spirit posters.”
Mariscal added that this year’s theme of Bronc

SPIRIT —
UTPA students
show their
school spirit by
decorating their
cars with various UTPA slogans and
graphics.

spirit is reflected in the logo on the spirit shirt. The
UC center sold 1,000 spirit shirts this year, which
sell for $4 each.
“The first year we sold 500 shirts, the second
750 and this year we sold 1,000. We will be
selling 500 more shirts at the University Center
this Friday and its first-come, first-serve,”
Mariscal said.
Although UTPA does not have a football team,
Mariscal said that school spirit is established
through school traditions. The school has over a
dozen athletic programs to garner student
attention, but not having football is an obstacle.
“[Although] Valley life is centered around
football, the traditions of UTPA are focused on our
men and women’s basketball teams. We build our
spirit around student organizations on campus,”
Mariscal said. “We try to get the whole university

See SPIRIT WEEK page 12

Linda Flores/The Pan American
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The Killer Bees congregate on the ice and listen to a strategy session in preparation for the inaugural 2003-04 season opener at San Angelo on Oct. 18. The Killer Bees open at home on Oct. 31.

By BRIAN CARR
The Pan American
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Council reviews research proposals
By EDWINA P. GARZA
The Pan American
The Faculty Research Council at UTPA met
Wednesday to discuss research proposals, 34 in
total, in order to decide which groups will get
funds to conduct their research. There is
$65,000 of funds available for the proposals. In
total, the groups have requested nearly
$108,000.
"We’re going to have to make some hard
decisions," said Wendy Fowler, the associate
vice president for research.
Fowler, who has been at her position for 15
months, says her job is to not have an active role
in choosing any proposals, but to ensure that
there are resources available for the chosen
projects. This is the first time that the position is
held on campus.
The proposals are from the various colleges
within the university. The submittions that are
granted money are expected to provide a
contribution to their area of study. Each paper
explains the project statement to inform the
council what subject the group is trying to study
and the description of the study, which expresses
the goals of the study. The proposals are written
to persuade the council and convince them that

their study will provide something valuable to
their area of interest.
Selecting the proposals are 15 faculty
members, a librarian and two students—a
graduate student and an undergraduate student,
according to the Handbook of Operating
Procedures, information that is publically
available through the universities web-site.
Gokce Soydemir, the chair of the council, said
the president of the university appoints the
members of the council. The members are
chosen from the various colleges on campus in
order to provide equal representation. This is
Soydemir’s second year on the council and his
first as the chair. His job is to conduct the
meetings of the council as well as write the
letters of acceptance and denial.
When reading the proposals, Soydemir said
the council looks for possible published studies.
Having a study published provides recognition
to the university, he said.
"These are the kind of studies that are
expected to fill the knowledge gap," Soydemir
said.
The studies that are chosen, he stated, must
provide a clear contribution to their area of
concentration, "It has to be original."
In order to be efficient as a group, the faculty

members are each given six proposals to
concentrate on; the proposals are distributed
around to several group members. Soydemir
said six are to be read in detail and later ranked
in a survey that asks how important the council
member thinks the proposal was. Everyone on
the committee is expected to read all 34
proposals in the event of a debate amongst the
council.
This method was chosen, Soydemir says,
because it is the method that grant providing
agencies use. "There are so many proposals and
there isn’t time for all of them," he said. "So
they divide the labor and later compare
rankings."
The proposals were turned in at the beginning
of the semester—perhaps Sept. 14, according to
Fowler, and letters of acceptance and denial will
be sent out once the council discusses each
proposal in detail.
"We want to fund as much as possible,"
Soydemir said. To do this to the best of the
council’s ability, the proposals that are chosen
are expected to advance the field the study is for,
he said.
"I think it’s a very exciting time on campus,"
Fowler said. "We’re moving forward toward a
higher research status."

The 2003-04 Central
Hockey League season
begins today with the Corpus
Christi Rayz hosting the New
Mexico Scorpions, and there
are lot of last-minute preparations that have to be made to
ensure the 12th season of the
CHL’s operation starts off
with a bang.
“From a marketing standpoint we’re having to finalize
a lot of deals and verify
everything is a go for
opening night. From an
operating standpoint we
have to make sure
we’ve got all our music
and lights together for
when the teams hit the
ice. We’re having to
finalize contracts.
We’re having to enter
the name, position,
number, size and
weight of the players
into our system. We’re
finalizing our initial
schedule. And we’re
having to make sure we
have everything in order in
terms of linesmen being at
games to officiate…,” said
Steve Cherwonak, vice president of communications for
the CHL, as he rattled off a
lengthy list of tasks into a
telephone receiver in an
office in Phoenix, Ariz. He
knows what has to be done
for the CHL’s season to begin

“

necessarily mean the better.
“It will be great if it
happens early, and you
want your guys to work
hard and compete every
night, but it’s better to get
your boost a little later on
during the season,”
Egeland said.
The Bees who will
begin their inaugural season with a four-game, 12day tour of Texas, will
have a chance to realize
early how well they can go
out every night and
get the job done as a
team.
“It’s the best
thing you can do as a
team to get out of
your home city,”
Egeland said. “It gets
the team to get to
know each other. It
might take some time
to see dividends from
that, but it happens.”
When the puck
- Tracy Egeland, Killer Bees head
drops in San Angelo on
coach
Saturday evening,
Egeland and the Bees
will find out just how
long it will take to see results
were made Monday, but after
as a team, and whether the
dropping both preseason outmomentum of back-to-back
ings by a one-goal margin, it
preseason losses will follow
is tough to say how long it
will take the Bees to get com- them into the season.
“Now it’s for real,”
fortable in the league.
Egeland said. “We lost our
For head coach Tracy
exhibitions, but I don’t really
Egeland, who is beginning
put much on those games.
his first full season as a CHL
They’re not a thing to worry
head coach, the sooner his
about.”
team gets cooking might not
smoothly, but he also realizes
that no matter how many
preparations are made, there
will be some hang ups.
“Basically we’re looking
at a two-week window where
we’ll see numerous minor
glitches,” Cherwonak said.
“We’ll have a few things that
we’ll have to tighten up and
figure out before it gets really
comfortable.”
According to the Killer
Bee front office, final
changes to the 2003-04 roster

We lost our
exhibitions, but
I don’t really put
much on those
games.

“

Editor
Matt Lynch

2003 CENTRAL HOCKEY LEAGUE
Northeast Division
Bossier-Shreveport Mudbugs (33-22-9)
Fort Worth Brahmas (16-41-7)
Indianapolis Ice (39-16-9)
Memphis Riverkings (39-21-4)

Southeast Division
Austin Ice Bats (46-14-4)
Corpus Christi Rayz (31-30-3)
Laredo Bucks (41-17-6)
RGV Killer Bees – expansion team

Northwest Division
Colorado Eagles – expansion team
New Mexico Scorpions (31-28-5)
Oklahoma City Blazers (37-20-7)
Tulsa Oilers (37-22-5)
Wichita Thunder (21-36-7)

Southwest Division
Amarillo Gorillas (39-23-2)
Lubbock Cotton Kings (29-28-7)
Odessa Jackalopes (35-22-7)
San Angelo Saints (20-37-7)

Date
Oct. 18
Oct. 24
Oct. 25
Oct. 30
Oct. 31

Opponent
at San Angelo Saints
at Amarillo Gorillas
at Lubbock Cotton Kings
at Corpus Christi Rayz
Corpus Christi Rayz

Time
7:05 p.m.
7:10 p.m.
7:05 p.m.
7:05 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

sports
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Soccer club kicks off at UTPA Men’s golf claims
By ED CHRNKO
The Pan American
Germany edged Sweden Sunday, 2-1,
to win the Fourth FIFA Women’s World
Cup. A few days earlier, the Germans
defeated the United States by a surprising 3-0 score in the semifinals that put
an end to the American’s hopes of a
second-consecutive world title.
However, that’s not all that was on
the line. The United States women’s
national team was also playing for the
opportunity to resurrect the Women’s
United Soccer Association which folded
five days prior to the opening kick off
the the World Cup.
Several Valley and University of
Texas-Pan American soccer fans can
sympathize with the women’s plight.
UTPA has not had a soccer team since
the late 1990s and has only seen action
on the pitch in the form of intramural
soccer events. But even those have been
on the decline in the past few years,
according to Recreation-Sports assistant
coordinator Art Cabrera.
However, all is not lost, at least not at
Pan Am. As a matter of fact, it could
just be the beginning or a second coming. Last spring, Jesse and Eduardo
Martínez set the wheels in motion for
the founding of a football (soccer) club.
At the beginning of fall semester, the
two brothers from Monterrey, Nuevo
León, México officially began activities
for the Club Real Sociedad F.C., located
on the second floor of the University

Center.
The Martínez brothers, both
Harlingen High graduates, created the
club to promote soccer at UTPA. Jesse,
a TV-film major, and Eduardo, a computer information systems major, wish
to share the fundamental aspects of the
"beautiful game" equally with those
who may have never stepped foot on a
pitch and those who have experience
with and passion for the world’s most
popular sport.
A club is exactly the way Pan Am got
its first and only soccer team in the
early 1970s, and it turned out to be one
of the university’s most successful
sports programs until its demise in the
late ‘90s due to gender equity.
“We were accustomed to playing
(soccer) and we were surprised when
we got here that a major university like
this one didn’t have a team,” said club
vice president and co-founder Eduardo
Martínez.
The Club Real Sociedad’s objectives
are simple: to hold workshops and clinicals for those who want to learn to play
soccer, or fútbol as it is known just
across the border. In addition, the club
hopes to organize exhibition matches, or
friendlies as they are known in soccer,
and enter teams into tournaments. They
also hope to create a soccer department
in the hopes of getting a men’s and
women’s soccer program here at UTPA.
“Right now, it’s not really a great
commencement of activity. We’re still
starting out,” Eduardo said. “We want

the sport (soccer) to be a part of Pan
Am and not be just an organization.”
The club has held some initial workshops at the Rec-Sports fields located
next to Bronc Village. The workshops
or clinicals have been comprised of
demonstrating and practicing the fundamentals of soccer such as dribbling,
passing and shooting.
“Basically, we’re trying to see what
people want to learn or do,” Eduardo
said. “People want to learn the basics
which make us very happy. We want
people to be able to watch a game and
enjoy it, but also be able to analyze it.”
Jesse and Eduardo, both admirers of
Brazilian striker Romario, stress fair
play and the development of good
skills.
“We want to show good fútbol,” said
Jesse, the club president. “Just because
you played in the street for 10 years
doesn’t mean you played well.”
At the moment, the Club Real
Sociedad is the only sports-oriented
organization on campus and is starting
to become known mostly through wordof-mouth. And they are doing it without
any funding and limited help from the
university.
To learn more about the Real
Sociedad Football Club, call 739-2489
or send an e-mail to
jmartinez59@panam.edu. A web site is
currently under construction. The club’s
next workshop will be held at the RecSports softball field Oct. 21 and 23
from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.

RAMOS

fifth at SFA Classic

By BRIAN CARR
The Pan American
The UTPA Broncs concluded their fall schedule Tuesday
with their most impressive outing of the season.
The Broncs, who had a poor
showing at the 2002 Crown
Classic at Stephen F. Austin,
finishing 16th of 18 teams,
shot a third-round score of 309
to give them a fifth place finish
of 907, at this year's Crown.
Paul Manganilla, who shot a
three-round total of 221 and
took eighth place individually
in the tournament, lead the
Broncs to their only top-ten
finish of the season, and their
only top half finish under new
head coach Drew Scott.
Scott, who took over at the
beginning of this semester, was
confident that a strong finnish
was imminent.
“I knew the guys would play
well eventually,” Scott said. “I
think the big relief for me is
that we don’t have to wait until
later for a good finish, and we

can point to the results and say
that we can do well.”
The Broncs, have yet to
release their spring schedule,
and will have a break until
sometime in mid-February. but
Despite their good showing at
Stephen F. Austin, Scott says
there are still a lot of things
that can be worked upon until
the spring opener.
“Each of the guys can say
there were times when they
didn’t have enough birdies, or
say they lost a couple of shots
here or there,” Scott said.
“Overall we were pleased
overall. We thought it was a
good way to bounce back, but
we can always improve.”
Along with Manganilla, senior Rudy Celedon and sophomore Craig Berger finished in
the top 25, with finishes of
12th and 23rd respectively.
Prior to their appearance at the
Crown the highest individual
finish by a Bronc was when
senior John Huerta tied for
34th at the Fairway Club
Invitational.

continued from page 16

physicians
determined
that the
injury in
the lumbar
portion of
his
vertebrae
hadn’t
completely
healed.
In order
for Ramos
to have
continued
his
Olympic
dream, he
would have
had to
undergo a
dangerous
operation
risking
paralysis.
He didn’t
want to
have the
surgery, but
wanted to
continue
training at
his own
risk.
However,
Photo by Luis E. Saavedra/The Pan American
his
Romanian
Jorge Ramos (left) signs UTPA student Nelda Gutierrez’ book Sunday.
coach declined
Ramos said. “I could’ve been
“It was very frustrating, but
to keep him in training and
an athlete, later guitarist, and I
I was finally able to express
Ramos’ dream came to an
ended up being a journalist.”
myself in another way,”
abrupt end.

THE PAN AMERICAN
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Campus safety reports Faculty Association
accessible on Web site valuable info source
By LYLONY CAZARES
The Pan American
Theft is the most frequently reported
crime at the University of Texas-Pan
American. But the good news is that 2002
crime rates were considered low by
campus police. Compared to the rest of
the world, campuses are pretty safe
places to be.
All this information is easy to access.
The Campus Safety and Security Report
states the crime levels every year, but
now the reports can be accessed online at
the UTPA web site. According to UTPA
Assistance Chief of Police W. Jay Carey,
the crime rate is relatively low compared
to other UTPA component schools.
"Overall crime rates (2002) for the UT
System institutions showed a drop of 4.7
percent from 2001,” Carey said. “And of
all crimes reported in Texas (2002) only
0.25 percent took place on any UT
campus.”
Carey also mentioned that according to
the Campus Safety and Security Report,
there were 78 reported thefts last year,
with cases ranging from lost or stolen
calculators to stolen vehicles.
Despite the encouraging overall nature
of the crime numbers and the added
feature of their accessibility, some
students focused on particulars and
responded negatively. Jose Gomez, a
computer science major, found the
incidence of theft on campus to be
shocking.
"It’s unbelievable,” Gomez commented.
“One of my friend’s car was broken into
in broad daylight.”
Carey also mentioned that to keep theft
down the University Police Department
maintains around-the-clock campus
coverage through proactive patrols of
officers and guards on foot, on bicycles,
and in vehicles. Campus police also move
through all university buildings on a
nightly basis, checking every office for
unlocked doors and suspicious activity.

But people can help the police do their
job, in many ways.
"The basic manner of preventing theft
is to be aware of your surroundings and
be alert of your property,” Carey said.
The other UT campuses also have high
numbers of reported theft. The University
of Texas at San Antonio reported having
67 theft incidents, and the University of
Texas at Houston reported 74 cases.
Christine Carruthers, UTPA’s director
of Student Judicial Affairs, was in charge
of putting the report together and
updating university polices and
procedures.
She explained the purpose of the report
was to provide students with procedures
for any crime that may occur on campus,
and of the numbers of specific crimes that
may happen. The goal is to teach them to
be aware of what is possible, and bolster
prevention.
"UTPA as any other university has a
crime rate that reflects the city that we
are located in," Carruthers stated.
Carruthers also said she feels students
and staff should pay attention to reporting
procedures and support services outlined
in the report.
In order to report a crime, a student
must call the UTPA Police at 911 or visit
the UTPA Police Department at 501 N.
Sugar Road. Students can also use any of
the campus telephones by dialing "HELP"
ext. 4357 or 956/316-7151, or by
contacting an officer in uniform or any
staff member in a university office. Using
the Emergency Call Boxes located
throughout the campus is also an option.
Carey said the crime rate can be lower
if continued education of the campus
community is paired with everyone taking
part to prevent crime by being alert.
"As a final note it should be expressed
that preventing crime is up to each and
everyone of us, and they must be
constantly aware of their surroundings
and take responsibility for their actions,"
Carey concluded.

By CHRISTINA HARRIS
The Pan American
The Texas Faculty Association (TFA)
is an advocacy organization
representing faculty in all divisions of
Texas higher education. The
organization’s goal is to provide faculty
and staff with timely and important
information regarding Texas higher
education.
The local faculty association, Pan
American United Faculty (PAUF), is
part of the larger state organization and
boasts of being the largest local in
Texas.
The September 2003 edition of the
TFA electronic briefing discusses the
78th Texas Legislature’s slashing of
higher education’s budget for the 20042005 biennium. TFA president James
Aldridge expressed his opinion of the
legislature’s actions, which amounted to
12 percent state agency cuts to make up
for a nearly $10 billion shortfall.
“The leadership of the 78th
Legislature cleverly decided to go
through a zero-based budgeting exercise
in order to hoodwink people into
believing that they were building higher
education from the ground up,” said
Aldridge. “But make no mistake about
it—this was not an exercise in adding
‘blocks’ to a building that was being
built de novo; it was an exercise in
deconstructing higher education.”
UTPA associate professor Kenneth
Buckman also believes that the
Legislature’s actions will create some
long-term consequences.
“They are more worried about the
constituencies that get them reelected,
than taking the difficult stand,” said
Buckman. “It is easy for them to target
a vulnerable budget item such as

education as a short-term solution. That
is why TFA's legislative involvement is
so important to faculty here at UTPA.”
Critics of the union stance might
suggest that the expediency of the
situation justified the seemingly harsh
cuts, and that higher education was not
the only institution to feel the bite of
the state’s red tape.
Either way, Buckman, the president
of PAUF, believes joining an
association like his is a good idea for
UTPA faculty members. However, some
faculty find the idea of a union on
campus problematic.
“There are faculty who do not feel
that all faculty have shared interests
that are best represented by a body that
has the interests of faculty as a whole
as its charge,” said Buckman. “There
are faculty that feel that their interests
are best represented by themselves and
do not feel a need to join our
association.”
It might be noted that there are some
faculty who, far from being self-serving
or selfish, are simply ideologically
opposed to the idea of coercive
collective bargaining by a specialinterest group.
According the TFA bylaws, one of the
purposes of TFA is to unite all faculty
members and education professionals in
Texas higher education in a single
organization. TFA offers its members a
three-way member protection program
that includes up to $6,000,000 of
liability coverage if faculty members
encounter a problem.
“We are faculty members’ best bet for
sailing through the academic eddies that
will arise in their career, but people
must be members before a problem
arises if we are to assist them when it
does,” said Buckman.

2002 Overall Crime Rate for the UT System
˙ Dropped 4.7 percent from 2001
˙ Of all the crimes reported in Texas .25 percent took place on a UT campus.

Tips to prevent stolen item:
˙ Be aware of your surroundings and alert of your property
˙ Don’t leave rooms open or unlocked
˙ Don’t leave items laying around
˙ Keep an inventory of all personal property with serial numbers
˙ Or unique identifiers in the event of a theft or loss the information can be
entered into the National Crime Computer
Source: W. Jay Carey, Assist Chief
of Police
University Police Dept

Linda Flores/The Pan American

NO HORSING AROUND — Employees from the Payments and Collections
department took time off from managing funds to design and decorate their office.
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How important is it to
participitate in Spirit Week?

Flor Jara
Social Work
Senior
It should be important because it brings
unity to our campus. It gives us time to
realize that there are more things than
just standing.

John Tamez
Chemical Engineering
Freshman
Yes, for pride... for the love of the Broncs
inside my soul.

Karla Moreno
Pre Pharmacy
Junior
Yes, because you are supposed to
support your school for sports and
organizations. All the organizations
should show spirit as a whole
because we are all part of one team.

Tommy Martinez
Kenisiology
Freshman
I think it’s important to an extent. it
depends on what you are here for.
You tend to be more involved if you
live here on campus.

Martin Prieto
Theater/TV Film
Freshman
I think it’s a waste of time. I don’t feel that
we meet as a whole university, we are
more individuals.
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Linguistic summit
set to begin at UTPA
By AMELIA GARCIA
The Pan American
The Linguistic Association of the
Southwest (LASSO) 32nd annual conference
titled “Crossing Linguistic Borders,” is set to
commence at the University of Texas Pan
American Oct. 17-19.
“This is a major international linguistic
conference that focuses on the Southwest and
travels through major universities,” Dr.
Pamela Anderson-Mejias, associate professor
for English and co-chair for the conference
said. “This is the first time UTPA was even
considered to host and we are very honored.
It will bring people from all over the world
that are doing studies that deal with English
and Spanish.”
Concurrent sessions with over 100
linguists from throughout the United States,
Mexico, Australia, Korea and other countries
will present on topics ranging from
phonology of Spanish to colonial documents
of Texas to Spanish heritage speakers
engaging in the writing process. Papers in
linguistics from other areas, such as
Spanglish, language acquisition, and cultural
ethnicity, will also be presented.
“We study languages to understand who
we are as human beings; it is a part of our
human nature. We identify with our
language,” Anderson-Mejias said. “Many
sessions will focus on heritage language.
That affects the Valley. The question is will
people who speak a language other than the
main language keep their language.
Linguistics think it’s important for them to
keep their heritage language, because it is a
part of their identity.”
The opening session will be Friday at 8:30
a.m. in the UTPA Media Theater and will
feature speaker Joshua A. Fishman, professor
emeritus from Yeshiva University and general
editor of the International Journal os the
Sociology of Language. He speaks at 10:45
a.m.
Fishman, whose research interests include
language and ethnicity, language planning,
and bilingual education, will speak on
“Distancing and Interaction: The Status
Agenda in Corpus Planning.”
The second plenary speaker will be Jose G.
Moreno de Alba, research fellow of the
Instituto de Investigaciones Filologicas and a
professor at Universidad Nacional Autonoma
de Mexico. He will be speaking on “El Atlas
Longuistico de Mexico” at 10:45 a.m.
Saturday.
Fishman and Moreno de Alba are both
prominent linguists that research the English
and Spanish languages.
“Dr. Joshua Fishman is a most noted
scholar in linguistics and it is an honor for us

UTPA Men's Flag
Football

Joshua A. Fishman

Jose G. Moreno de Alba
to have him presenting here,” said Dr. Lino
Garcia, professor of Spanish, “Dr. Jose
Moreno de Alba is from Mexico City and is
also noted and very famous in Mexico. This
is the most noted conference we’ve had in a
long time. It doesn’t only have a local
impact, but an international one as well.”
Dr. Hugo Mejias, associate professor for
modern languages and co-chair for the
conference explained that Fishman and
Moreno de Alba are major figures in the area
of linguistics.
“It’s the first time we’re having a
conference like this here,” he said. “And
we’re bringing the mero mero in social
linguistics, the big guy. Almost everybody
whose writing a paper on bilingual education
has to quote this guy. We’re also bringing
Jose Moreno de Alba whose the most famous
and accomplished linguist in Spanish.”
LASSO is a regional linguistics association

GET INFORMED!
with the FREE News Source of the Valley

Read The Pan American every
Thursday

SPORTS CLIPBOARD

Upcoming UTPA
Schedule
Friday, Oct. 17
Women’s tennis at Omni Hotel
ITA Southwest Regional
Saturday, Oct. 18
Volleyball vs. Connecticut at
TAMUCC, 11 a.m.
Women’s tennis at Omni Hotel
ITA Southwest Regional
Cross country at Chili Pepper
Invitational
Sunday, Oct. 19
Women’s tennis at Omni Hotel
ITA Southwest Regional
Wednesday, Oct. 22
Volleyball vs. Texas Southern at
Fieldhouse, 7 p.m.

Pool A
Stallions
Team DU
Second 2 None
Huevos Rancheros

W
2
2
0
0

L
0
0
2
2

Pool B
The Bucs
Iron Maiden Again
Squirrels
Beavers

W
2
2
0
0

L
0
0
2
2

Pool C
Meat Heads
Gamblers
Apollos
Nec.Roughness

W
2
1
1
0

L
0
1
1
2

Pool D
Vipers
Metal Militia
Trojans
Damage Inc.

W
2
1
0
0

L
0
1
1
1

Pool E
Xacutioners
Beta RHO
Mudd Dawgs
Phi Kaps

W
2
1
0
0

L
0
0
1
2

RESULTS AND SCHEDULE

Midnight
Madness set

UTPA Co-Rec Flag Volleyball
Tournament
Teams
Team Extreme
Tigers
Concise
Trojans
Vipers
Bulls
KAT/Phi Sigs
The Bhats
H&K Club
Troopers
Phi Kaps

W
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

L
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

UTPA Co-Rec Flag Soccer
Tournament
Teams
A. San Pancho
The Beaners
Los Diablos Rojos
Lopez Tire Club
Party Boys
La Pandilla
Real Banil
Warriors
Wrecking Crew

W
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

L
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

The Boston Red Sox rallied with three runs in the
seventh inning to defeat the
New York Yankees 9-6
Wednesday and tie the
best-of-7 AL Championship
Series 3-3.
David Ortiz tied it with a
run-scoring single and
Johnny Damon drove in the
winning run with a walk.
Boston battered the Bronx
Bombers with 16 hits.
Roger Clemens of the
Yankees will face Pedro
Martinez of the Red Sox in
a classic pitching matchup
with the winner getting a
trip to the World Series.
New York won the regular
season series 10-9.
Alan Embree won the
game in relief, while Jose
Contreras took the loss.
The decisive seventh
game will be played tonight
at 8:05 p.m. on FOX.

UTPA’s men’s and
women’s teams will get the
2003-2004 college basketball season will get underway with Midnight Madness
Friday evening.
Among the events will be
a slam dunk contest, threepoint shootout, and the
reappearance of athletic
department’s mascot,
Bucky.
The evening will kickoff
at 7 p.m. with a tailgate
party outside the
Fieldhouse Twelve student
organizations will participate and include several
contests such as the
jalapeno, hot dog and
watermelon eating contest.
Kid Mike from B-104 will
be playing from 7 p.m. to 9
p.m.
The burning of the letters
will occur at 10:15 p.m. and
the teams will be presented
at midnight.

Cubs will wait
‘til next year

Bosox force
Game 7

Wednesday, Oct. 8
Stallions 36, Second 2 None 0
Iron Maiden Again 33, Beavers 22
Apollos vs. Nec. Roughness, late
Monday, Oct. 13
Damage Inc. vs. Trojans
Mudd Dawgs vs. Beta RHO

Page 13

The Florida Marlins came
from behind to beat the
Chicago Cubs 9-6
Wednesday night in Game

2003 Women’s Soccer
World Cup
Match
25
26
27
28

Date
Oct. 1
Oct. 1
Oct. 2
Oct. 2

Quarterfinals
U.S.A. 1, Norway 0
Sweden 2, Brazil 1
Germany 7, Russia 1
China 0, Canada 1

Match
29
30

Date
Oct. 5
Oct. 5

Semifinals
Germany 3, U.S.A. 0
Sweden 2, Canada 1

Match
31

Date
Oct. 11

Third Place
U.S.A. 3, Canada 1

Match

Date

Final

32

Oct. 12

Germany 2, Sweden 1

NFL Week Seven Schedule
Away
Baltimore
Denver
New England
Philadelphia
Tennessee
Dallas
Green Bay
New Orleans
San Diego
Washington
N.Y. Jets
Tampa Bay
Chicago
Kansas City

Home
Cincinnati
Minnesota
Miami
N.Y. Giants
Carolina
Detroit
St. Louis
Atlanta
Cleveland
Buffalo
Houston
San Francisco
Seattle
Oakland

Date
Oct. 19
Oct. 19
Oct. 19
Oct. 19
Oct. 19
Oct. 19
Oct. 19
Oct. 19
Oct. 19
Oct. 19
Oct. 19
Oct. 19
Oct. 19
Oct. 20

Time
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
3:05 p.m.
3:15 p.m.
3:15 p.m.
8 p.m

Open date:
Arizona, Indianapolis, Jacksonville, and Pittsburgh

7 of the NL Championship
Series to advance to their
second World Series in 11
years, while the Cubs will,
once again, have to “wait ‘til
next year.”
Chicago went ahead 5-3
on homers by starting pitcher Kerry Wood and outfielder Moises Alou, but the
Marlins rallied for three runs
in the fifth inning to take a
6-5 lead.
Florida will take on
Boston or New York
Saturday in the opening
game of the World Series.

Uruguay beats
Mexico
The Uruguayan national
soccer team defeated
Mexico 2-0 before 41,587 in
an exhibition match played
at Soldier Field in Chicago.
Uruguayan striker Diego
Perrone scored in the 27th
and 62nd minutes to defeat
the Mexican squad led by
Argentinian head coach
Ricardo Antonio LaVolpe.
The South Americans are
in the process of World Cup
qualifying.

Mexican Soccer League Table
Team
Tigres
Necaxa
U.A.G.
U.N.A.M.
Santos
Pachuca
Atlante
Morelia
América
Puebla
Veracruz
Irapuato
Toluca
Monterrey
Guadalajara
Cruz Azul
Chiapas
Atlas
Club San Luis
Querétaro
Group I
20 - Pachuca
16 - Puebla
14 - Toluca
14 - Monterrey
12 - Atlas

W-D-L
7-3-1
6-5-1
7-2-3
6-3-3
5-5-2
5-5-2
5-4-3
5-2-5
4-4-4
4-4-4
4-3-5
4-3-5
4-2-5
3-5-4
4-2-6
3-5-4
4-2-6
3-3-6
2-4-6
0 - 2 - 10

GF:GA
23:10
19:12
20:14
21:16
27:17
18:14
20:14
16:18
23:14
15:15
17:21
16:24
15:15
22:23
17:19
17:21
15:24
21:22
14:21
8:30

Group II
23 - U.A.G.
21 - U.N.A.M.
20 - Santos
16 - América
2 - Querétaro

PTS
24
23
23
21
20
20
19
17
16
16
15
15
14
14
14
14
14
12
10
2

Scorer / Team
G
L.G. Rey, Ate
8
C.M. Morales, Ats
8
R. Navia, Mor
8
A. Fernandes, Mty 8
A. Moreno, Ncx
8
L. Quinteros, Pue
8
E. Marcon, UAG
8
C. Blanco, Ame
7
J. Borgetti, San
7
A. Silvera, Tig
7
W. Gaitan, Tig
7
E. Mora, Vcz
7
I. Iniguez, UNAM
6
A. Gonzalez, Ira
5
E. Begines, Ira
5
G. Alvez, Pac
5
J.S. Cardozo, Tol
5
Eight tied with 4 goals

Group III
24 - Tigres
17 - Morelia
14 - Cruz Azul
14 - Chiapas
10 - San Luis

Group IV
23 - Necaxa
19 - Atlante
15 - Veracruz
15 - Irapuato
14-Guadalajara

Week 12 results Oct. 11-12: Chiapas 1, Atlas 1; Tigres 4, Veracruz 1;
Morelia 1 Monterrey 0; Guadalajara 2, U.N.A.M. 0; Necaxa 1, Puebla 0;
Toluca 1, Cruz Azul 2; Atlante 2, San Luis 0; Pachuca 2, América 1;
Querétaro 0, U.A.G. 3; Santos 5, Irapuato 0.
Week 13 schedule Oct. 18-19: San Luis vs. Chiapas; Veracruz vs.
Toluca; Monterrey vs. Querétaro; Cruz Azul vs. Guadalajara; Atlas vs.
Pachuca; U.N.A.M. vs. Necaxa; América vs. Morelia; Irapuato vs. Puebla;
Santos vs. Atlante; U.A.G. vs. Tigres.

Valley High School
Football
District 31-4A
Sharyland
PSJA High
Edinburg
Mission
Mission Vet.
PSJA Mem.
Roma

Record Overall
3-0
7-0
2-0
3-2
1-1
4-1
1-1
2-3
1-2
1-5
1-2
1-6
0-3
1-6

District 32-4A
Bro. Porter
Edcouch-Elsa
Mercedes
Harlingen S.
Los Fresnos
Weslaco East
Bro. López

Record Overall
3-0
6-0
3-0
4-2
1-1
3-2
1-1
2-4
1-2
3-3
0-2
1-5
0-3
0-6

District 31-5A
Economedes
McAllen High
PSJA North
La Joya
Nikki Rowe
McAllen Mem.
Edinburg North
RGC

Record Overall
3–0
4–1
3–0
4–1
2–1
5–1
2–1
4–2
1–2
3–2
1–2
1–5
0–3
2–3
0–3
1–4

District 32-5
Harlingen
Bro. Hanna
Bro. Pace
Bro. Rivera
San Benito
Donna
Weslaco

Record Overall
2-0
3-2
2-1
5-2
2-1
3-3
2-1
3-4
1-1
3-2
1-2
4-3
0-2
0-5

Week 7 Schedule
Thursday, Oct. 16
District 31-5A
Río Grande City at Nikki Rowe
District 31-4A
Edinburg High at PSJA Memorial
District 32-4A
Weslaco East at Brownsville Porter
Friday, Oct. 17
District 31-5A
Edinburg North at McAllen Memorial
McAllen High at Edinburg Economedes
District 32-5A
Donna at San Benito
Harlingen High at Brownsville Rivera
Open Date: Brownsville Hanna
District 31-4A
Mission High at Mission Memorial
Sharyland at PSJA High
Open Date: Roma
District 32-4A
Mercedes at Edcouch-Elsa
Los Fresnos at Harlingen South
Open Date: Brownsville López
District 32-3A
Hidalgo at Progreso
La Feria at Río Hondo
Raymondville at Port Isabel
District 32-2A
Santa Rosa at La Villa
Non-District
Brownsville St. Joseph at Lyford
Saturday, Oct. 18
District 31-5A
La Joya at PSJA North
District 32-5A
Weslaco High at Brownsville Pace

All games are at 7:30 p.m.

Valley Top 10
1. Sharyland
7-0
2. Bro. Porter
6-0
3. McAllen High 4-1
4. PSJA North
5-1
5. Economedes 4-1
6. Harlingen High 3-2
7. Edinburg High 4-2
8. La Feria
5-0
9. Nikki Rowe
4-2
10. La Joya
4-2

1t
3
4
1t
NR
10
7t
7t
NR
5
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UTPA staff receives
HAZMAT training
By DULCE GONZALEZ
The Pan American
The chances are slim of having an
anthrax scare at the university, but there
are other potentially dangerous things to be
found right here on campus. So university
employees are being required to participate
in a special training for hazardous
material.
According to Richard Costello, director
of the Department of Environmental
Health and Safety Office, the Hazard
Communication Training is mandatory for
employees who may be exposed to
hazardous chemicals during the course of
their work. Exposure may be through
inhalation, skin contact, absorption, or
ingestion. The typical employees who are
exposed to hazardous chemicals are
housekeeping personnel, physical plant
employees, and laboratory personnel.
"The Texas Department of Health
Hazard Communication Branch mandates
that any employee potentially exposed to
hazardous material go through training,"
said Costello.
University employees are required to
receive training 30 days prior to working
with chemicals. The Office of
Environmental Health and Safety provides
hazardous chemical training once a month
or on a need basis. The main chemicals
that present a threat to university
employees are organic solvents which are
mainly used in experiments, and corrosives
which are found in cleaning supplies.
According to Costello, the Texas
Department of Health randomly selects
dates on which they inspect the university,
so it is important that all employees go
through the training.
The training offered at the university

lasts only one day, and even then for a
single hour. The basic training consists of
informing employees where they can get
information regarding hazardous materials,
teaching them what hazardous chemicals
are, and showing the effects if one is
exposed to chemicals. Training also covers
waste disposal and basic training in
emergency response. The Department of
Environmental Health and Safety finds that
there is a strong correlation between
workplace injuries and the amount of
training completed. Costello stated more
people trained means reduced injuries.
"Our goal is when you leave the
university you are as healthy as when you
arrived," said Costello. "Training helps us
accomplish this."
Not only does the university supply
training to protect its employees but it also
does so to
fulfill the Texas Department of Health
standards. The Texas Department of Health
Hazard Communication requires the
university to train somebody to be able to
identify a chemical, and to properly label
and name chemicals. The university must
also have an inventory of the chemicals
available on campus.
"If somebody gets injured by a chemical
because they didn’t know the chemical was
harmful we can get fined," said Costello.
The fines given to the university can be
very expensive. For lack of training the
university can be docked up to $7,000. For
not properly labeling a chemical the hit is
again $7,000. According to Costello, the
university is doing a good job in training
its employees.
"This university has the best training
record," said Costello. "We have the
highest number of people trained in the UT
system."

HESTEC

UNLIKELY PLACE — A lone flower grows from a crack in a brick wall outside the
Social and Behaviorial Sciences building.

been interested in science, and NASA
and GEAR UP has really given me a
chance to explore those subjects more.”
Though the events at HESTEC were
interesting to the students, being
packed into the Field House with a
thousand other students who shared
their interest also made the day more
appealing.
“My favorite part was definitely
meeting other people from different
schools,” Marquez said. “It was cool
seeing their work for the solar car
competition and comparing them to
others. I met a lot of new people and
that’s always fun.”

Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American

HESTEC — Crowds of students and area residents flocked to UTPA for various HESTEC events.

SPIRIT WEEK

continued from page 1

involved.”
University offices participate in a decorating
contest and awards will be announced at the
spirit rally at the quad today at noon.
“This gives the campus a chance to capture
originality and creativity surrounded by Bronc
Spirit week,” Mariscal said. “The spirit rally is
the time for the athletic teams to be introduced
to school.”
Mariscal said there will be contests for the
student body to enter at the tailgate party prior
to the Midnight Madness celebration. The
contests are the “Bucky call,” and the jalapeno
and watermelon eating contest. There will also
be a fajita cook-off between student
organizations and other booths at the tailgate

party.
The party will resume to light the letters of
UTPA right before the Midnight Madness
festivities begin at 10:30 p.m.
Mariscal said that the Madness events will
be run by the Athletics Department, and there
will be different competitions for student
organizations and students until midnight;
when the basketball teams will kick off
practice. The men begin their season Nov. 4
with an exhibition at home against Monterrey
Tech, while the women get started Nov. 21 in
Colorado Springs against the Air Force
Academy.
“Students and staff should come out for the
events, it’s a good time,” Mariscal said.

continued from page 4

in the United States whose purpose is the
advancement of the scientific study of
language, particularly in the geographical
region covering Arizona, Arkansas,
California, Colorado, Louisiana, New
Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas.
The conference will give UTPA and the
community an opportunity to hear scholars
speak about the languages spoken in the
area.
“The conference will be an opportunity
for students to hear scholars speak about
language and social linguistics in our
culture, like Spanglish,” Garcia explained.
“UTPA should be very happy to have
scholars and visionaries within the
department of modern languages that
promote such scholarly endeavors.”
Garcia said that UTPA’s hosting the
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Center to aid non-English speakers

continued from page 1

Jeff Corwin, and NASA’s own, Yuri
Malenchenko and Edward Lu.
“It was really encouraging to meet an
actual Olympic gold medalist,” said
Camille Gutierrez, a junior at Port
Isabel High School. “He was really
encouraging us to follow our dreams
and that’s cool coming from someone
who accomplished theirs.”
Hilda Marquez, a sophomore at
Mercedes High School, said she was
amazed at what she experienced at
HESTEC.
“I never thought I would be able to
interact with someone live from
space,” Marquez said. “I’ve always

LASSO

Elizabeth Padilla/The Pan American
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conference demonstrates the university’s
importance in research in the area of
linguistics.
“This is the first time that the LASSO
conference has been held at UTPA,” Garcia
said. “They picked the university to hold
the annual conference because of its
research endeavors in this area. It is
beginning to be noticed by other national
scholarly organizations.”
The “Crossing Linguistic Borders”
conference is being sponsored by the
modern language department, the English
department and the Latin American studies
department and the Office of the Provost .
For more information on LASSO and the
conference log onto www.panam.edu or
www7.tamucommerce.edu/swjl/public_html/lasso.html.

By JULIAN CAVAZOS
The Pan American
It’s called the Pharr Literacy Center
(PLC), a non-profit organization
teaching adults to speak English. With its
opening in September, the citizens of Pharr
as well as Hidalgo County can hope that a
new generation of non-English speakers will
become fluent in their new language.
The PLC offers classes for families who
are struggling to learn to speak and read
English. Tutoring classes are offered for
students in grades 1-6.
"What they really need is basic English.
To learn and understand it," said PLC
Director Laura Martinez.
Consultation on learning how to use
computers and a program called Parents
Helping Parents are also available. Parents
Helping Parents is a weekly discussion given
by a different speaker each time, about
problems dealing with family and school. In
addition, seminars are given to those who
attend.
Elva Michal, PLC vice president, said,
"We implement a seminar conducted by the
community and agencies about job-related
issues. Last Thursday, the topic was "If You
Had the Perfect Job."
Those who help teach adults to speak
English are everyday people, who simply
care for those within their community.
Mayor Leo Palacios, consultant and
honorary adviser, said, "The Pharr Literacy
Center is a community thing. We get
schoolteachers, school board members,
church members, and neighborhood people
to come out and help volunteer."
When the PLC opened last month Elva
Michal and Palacios united with other
community organizations such as the Pharr
Community Outreach Project , and Region
One to form a committee that would help
make a difference in their city.

The PLC is funded by churches,
fundraisers, and community support from
groups like the Pharr Community Outreach
Project. As the year comes to an end, the
PLC is hoping to raise $50,000-$60,000 for
additional services of helping adults get their
GED‚s, and offering consultations on
citizenship and immigration by next January.
Palacios said, "We did a survey and asked
citizens of Pharr what they felt was the most
important need at the time, and it turned out
that education was the most critical."
Virginia Allain, chair of The Rio Grande
Valley Literacy Taskforce, has found that
there is a strong relationship between those
who are non-English speaking, and the
education they receive.
"In Hidalgo County alone, 50 percent
don’t finish their high school education. Of
those 50 percent 30 percent don’t even have
a 9th-grade education," said Allain. "The
unemployment rate in the Valley is 14-15
percent which is much higher than the
national unemployment rate at 4-5 percent."
Nationally, according to the National
Adult Literacy Suvey, over 40 million of 290
million Americans have literacy needs. In the
state of Texas alone, over 6 million are
illiterate, placing Texas right behind
California in terms of the highest population
of under-educated adults, according to the
1994 Texas Adult Literacy Survey.
Many Hispanics in the Rio Grande Valley
have trouble with English literacy. Studies
have found that unemployment leads to
negative means for finding income.
"There is a direct correlation between not
having a high school degree and the number
of people in prison. If they’re not employed
because they lack literacy, they may
desperately turn to other means of making
money, such as dealing drugs," said Allain.
In 2000 the U.S Department of Education
found that in 1999, only 25.2 percent of
Hispanic parents had received at least a high
school diploma. This is lower than the white

Julian Cavazos/The Pan American

LITERACY — The Pharr Literacy Center is located at the Pharr United Methodist
Center on 119 E. Kelly Street.

percentage of 55.2 percent and black
percentage of 37.1percent. The Hispanic
dropout rate of students between the ages 1624 is at 29 percent, making literacy en even
more pressing need.
It is because so many people who lack
literacy that they are unable to get jobs, and
by so many people being under-educated, is
discourages major national businesses to
come to the Valley because people don’t
have the proper education to fulfill such
important jobs those businesses will require.
Located at the Pharr United Methodist

Church on 119 E. Kelly Street, the PLC is
always looking for funds and volunteers to
help people within the community learn
literacy, simply because it is important and
essential for success, especially among
Hispanics in the Rio Grande Valley. Anyone
interested in attending, volunteering, or
donating money should call Elva Michal at
956-782-0566.
There will also be a chicken barbecue
fundraiser on Nov. 8 located at the Volunteer
Fire Department in Pharr to help raise money
for the PLC.

Science museum offers community classes
By DULCE GONZALEZ
The Pan American
The International Museum of Art and
Science (IMAS) is offering the community an
opportunity to take part in educational art
classes.
IMAS will be hosting a variety of classes
including ones on mosaics, stained glass,
elements of drawing, beginning and advanced
photography, and a little artists class for
toddlers. According to Cari Olea, public
programs coordinator, a number of classes are
offered throughout the year and these are
divided up by sessions.
The museum offered different classes earlier
this year such as children’s watercolor, a
darkroom class for photography, and acrylic
painting for adults. Olea, along with her
supervisor, decided the museum needed to
bring new classes into their program.
“I started working with my supervisor and
we started thinking about what other classes
people wanted to see at the museum,” said
Olea.
The classes offered by IMAS offer people
many possibilities. According to Olea the
classes offered at the museum give people a
greater understanding of the subject because
each one lasts a long time. The classes last six
weeks and every student is able to receive
individual attention from the instructor.
“In our classes you learn a lot more, and you

degree from the University of South Dakota.
get a lot more than in the classes you get at
Recently he has been teaching stained glass
craft stores,” said Olea.
window making to the Winter Texans. The
She and her supervisor believe the classes
class will meet once a week for six weeks
the museum offers benefit the people taking
starting on Wednesday, Oct. 22 from 6 p.m. to
them. She commented that after a hard day of
8 p.m. The cost for this class will be $175 for
work people can go to the museum and release
non-members and $160 for members.
their energy in artistic form. Not only can
Another class, the elements of drawing class
people relax while taking the classes, they can
is for kids ages 7-16.
also get a sense of selfThis class will be taught
esteem.
by Billy Ritter, a
“When they put their
graduate of Slippery
hard work into it, [art]
In
our
classes
Rock University in
then they can really
Pennsylvania.
begin to appreciate art,”
you learn a lot
According to Ritter, the
said Olea.
more, and you get
class will cover the
The mosaics class will
principles of line, shape,
be taught by Judi Ris, a
a lot more than in
color, and texture as
self-taught artist. The
well as portrait artwork
classes start on
the classes you
and abstract art.
Thursday, Oct. 23.
get at craft stores
Elements of drawing
Mosaics class will meet
mainly focuses on the
once a week from 6 p.m.
- Cari Olea,
elements that comprise
to 8 p.m. The cost of the
Public Programs Coordinator
art.
class will be $160 for
“I teach the kids that
non-members and $145
drawing is very important, if you can draw then
for IMAS members, plus there is a $15 supply
fee. Ris specializes in mosaics of glass and tile, you got it,” said Ritter. “This class
encompasses everything.”
and also in murals. Since she moved to
The elements of drawing class will also meet
McAllen in 1998, her art work has been
once a week for a period of six weeks starting
exhibited at a private showing at the Tower
Saturday, Oct. 11 from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. The
Club and at the Nuevo Santander Gallery.
cost is $115 for non-members and $100 for
The stained glass class will be taught by
members, plus a $10 supply fee.
Larry Thorpe, who received his teaching

“

“
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The beginning and advanced photography
class will be taught by Jim Hicks, who has an
enormous amount of experience in the area of
photography. He traveled through Europe for a
year on a photographic expedition. Since 1998
he has been teaching photography at Memorial
High School. The class will run for six weeks
meeting once a week starting on Nov. 6 from
the beginners class, and Nov. 7 for the
advanced class. Classes will be held for both
beginners and advanced from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
The cost of the class will be $175 for museum
members and $160 for non-members.
The little artists class, for children ages three
to five, will be taught by Lisa Rangel. It will
meet once a week on Thursdays for a month
from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m. The cost will be $5 per
class or $20 for the entire session. The kids’
class will focus on the different art mediums.
“We introduce them to primary and
secondary colors,” said Olea. “It’s good for
your children to go and relax doing simple
things, not like a karate class that requires
more.”
The museum is trying to implement new
classes for the following session. Possible new
classes could include guitar lessons for children
and adults, sculpture, painting, and children
and adult’s Spanish classes. Olea also stated
that the museum is open to suggestions.
“If anyone wants to come and teach a class
they can come and talk to us, and we will
consider it,” said Olea.
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Campus groups sponsor AIDS awareness
By CLARISSA MARTINEZ
The Pan American
It can be known as a silent killer. Texas
alone had more than 50,000 cases of
known infection in 2001. The disease is
HIV, and several students at UTPA
participated in a day that was created to
bring awareness of HIV and AIDS among
Latinos to the residents of the Rio Grande
Valley.
October 15 marked the last day of

Hispanic Heritage month, and also served
as the National Latino AIDS Awareness
Day. HIV infection has been a fact of
life in most Latino communities
throughout the United States for over 20
years. Surveys of Latinos have
consistently found that AIDS is seen as
the number one health issue in this
country. Since 2001 over 150,000 Latino
AIDS cases have been reported. Latinos
compromise 14 percent of the population
in the United States and account for 20

percent of all those living with AIDS.
AIDS has challenged Latinos in every
part of the country to increase political
voices and confront issues such as drug
use and sexuality that, for generations
before, has been unmentionable. On
Wednesday, cities around the United
States may have seen Latino leadership
sponsoring diverse activities in their
communities that respond to the state of
AIDS among Latinos in 2003.
To recognize the increasing statistics
among Latinas and
young Latinos who
have AIDS, different
localities and leaders
used the day to
promote and sponsor
activities on
prevention.
Senior nursing
major David Casas
helped organize the
event on campus.
Casas is part of the
Student Nursing
Organizations and
also a Peer Educator
for the AHORA!
project for MANA
(Mexican American
National Association)
de Hidalgo County.
The Student Nursing
Organization was the
only student group on
campus to participate
in the awareness day
from South Texas.
In collaboration
with MANA de
Hidalgo County and
the Valley AIDS
Council, students
helped bring
awareness to people
on campus by passing
out information
booklets, free
condoms and even
free HIV testing for
students and
employees at the
UTPA Health Center.
"There were people
who took advantage
of the free testing,
and we passed out
around 500 condoms.
So, I do feel the
project was a success
for us," Casas said.
"If we reach ten
people, then that's
significant and just
totally worth the
effort."
Glendilia Zavala,
Board President of
MANA de Hidalgo
County, explained
that a grant was
given to the chapter
to bring more
knowledge of Latino
Awareness to South
Texas.
"We plan to spread
the word on Latinos
being affected by
AIDS and HIV,"
Zavala said.
"Statistics show that
the Latino population

AIDS Facts
Known infections in Texas
2001: 50,000
Latino cases in US since 2001:
150,000
Latinos represent 20% of US
cases
Latinos represent 14% of US
population
Source:Valley AIDS Council

has an increasing rate of 14-24 year olds
being affected by AIDS. This motivated
us to host the Awareness Day at the
university, since obviously that is the age
that needs to know about the risks they
may have of exposure to HIV."
Zavala said the nursing students chose
to distribute information and host the
HIV testing on Tuesday because
Wednesday the students had clinical
events.
"I'd like to thank David and the nursing
students because they are the ones who
worked to organize the event, and for that
I'm thankful," Zavala said. "Over 200
people stopped by to pick up brochures
and ten people came between a four hour
period to have a free HIV test. Not only
was the testing free, we even offered the
individuals ten dollars to take the test."
MANA de Hidalgo County also
participated in the health care fair that
took place last Saturday in San Carlos.
At that fair, over 1,000 Valley residents
attended with 19 people taking the HIV
test. With this success, Zavala says she
hopes to continue having awareness
events to reach as many individuals as
possible.
Zavala notes that with the new
developments AHORA! is making,
activities are being created to strengthen
young people's leadership roles and build
the capacity of community based
organizations to prevent new HIV
infections in the Latino community.
The AHORA! project is a familycentered approach, emphasizing the
importance of addressing the wide
spectrum of sexuality; including reducing
homophobia and the stigma of HIV
within the Latino community.
Casas also feels that this type of event
is beneficial to all who attend and hope to
have future projects such as the one the
nursing students collaborated with
MANA on.
"By sharing this information with
people of the Rio Grande Valley, we are
serving the community and knowing that
a difference can be made in one person's
life is just great," Casas said.
"In the Hispanic culture, certain issues,
particularly sex and sexuality is taboo
among people," Zavala said. "The more
awareness and education we can promote
in AHORA! the better off we will be." "I
do believe the Rio Grande Valley needs to
be educated about HIV and AIDS,"
Zavala said. "Currently, President Bush
has shown determination to help others
fight this disease and we certainly want to
educate young people of the risks and
consequences they may suffer for their
actions."
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Two new faces in chemistry department
By MARIA ALEJANDRA MAZARIEGOS
The Pan American
In their respective offices down a long
purple hallway on the third floor of the
audaciously flamboyant Science Building
reside the newest members of the
chemistry department faculty, Dr. Chen
and Dr. Macossay-Torres.
Dr. Banglin Chen is a native of Shang
Hai, China who attended the largest
university in the area, Zheijiany
University, for a bachelors and master’s
degree. Then he pursued further education
at The National University of Singapore,
obtaining a Ph.D.
Chemistry sparked Chen’s interest early
in life and his considerable ability in the
area was soon noticed by other colleagues
and fellow teachers. His interest in
chemistry comes through his fascination
with the usefulness of components in a
variety of applications.
Currently Chen is conducting a research
project on Nanoporous Metal Organic
Solids and teaching general chemistry
with laboratories. General Chemistry
studies the fundamentals of atomic
structure, electric structure and periodic
table, nomenclature, the stoichiometry
reactions, gas laws, chemical
thermodynamics, chemical bonding, and
structure and geometry of molecules.
For more information about general
chemistry, contact Chen at
banglin@panam.edu.
Dr. Javier Macossay was born in
Acapulco, Mexico. He obtained his
bachelor’s degree from La Universidad

The Elliot Chemical
Society
Inspiration
Dr. J. Lell Elliot
Meetings
Now Thursdays at Science Bldg
2.288
Contact
Sam Salinas:
elliotchemicalsoc@yahoo.com
Source:Elliot Chemical Society

Autonoma de Nuevo Leon and graduated
from Louisiana State University with a
master’s and Ph.D. Macossay decided to
enter the world of chemistry due to a
fondness for innovative ideas and found
that chemistry is a growing field with
opportunities to develop new ideas.
Chemistry runs in Macossay’s genes, as
his father and an aunt are chemists.
He started teaching in 1990 and now
handles organic chemistry lectures and
labs. Organic Chemistry focuses on the
study of covalent bonding, molecular
structure, acid-base theory,
conformational analysis and
stereochemistry. Relations between
structure and reactivity: functional groups
and their interconversions. Mechanistic

Dr. Javier Macossay
studies with emphasis on reactive
intermediates. Like Chen, research plays
a vital goal for Macossay, who is
currently trying to establish a
polymer/organic chemistry research group
for High Performance Materials used in
electronics and aerospace. For additional
information on organic chemistry contact
Macossay at jmacossay@panam.edu.
Along with new faculty, the Chemistry
Department at UTPA has its own science
club, the Elliot Chemical Society. The
name comes from Dr. J. Lell Elliot, who
was a professor at university for 35 years
and played a crucial role in the creation of
the department. Elliot donated most of his
assets toward the department en route for

Dr. Banglin Chen
scholarships and departmental
improvement; so in recognition, the
society is named after him. The Elliot
Chemical Society is open to all majors
and there is no membership fee. The
society does numerous activities not
dealing with chemistry, and meets
Thursdays at noon in science room 2.288.
Their meetings bring together interesting
guest speakers, free food, and a yearly
trip to South Padre Island. Anyone with
an interest in science and a yearning to be
taught and experiment with new ideas
makes a perfect member of The Elliot
Chemical Society. For more information
about this society, contact Sam Salinas at
elliotchemicalsociety@yahoo.com.
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continued from page 7

age from young to old. The
singer has been able to
maintain a diversity of ages
among his fans, and those
that have been supporting
him from the start still
consider him one of the best
performers.
Graduate student in
Communication Disorders,
Reyna Vazquez has been a
fan since the start of his
career and still awaits new
material from the artists. As
a ticket holder for one of the
dates, she also mentioned
her expectation for the
concert is great because he
always gives a good show,
and the new album has a lot
to say for it.
“I loved the new album,”
Vazquez said. “It is similar
to others he has recorded,
but I feel he shouldn’t
change things because the
way they are right now work
for him. I hope the concert is

JORGE

of good quality like others
he has done in the past.”
Melissa Carranza, a senior
majoring in political science,
is expecting to purchase a
ticket later on, but is still
debating whether she should
buy it or not because of its
high price.
Concert tickets range from
$70 to $175, and to many,
the price is too steep for a
concert. Carranza stated that
although she feels he is
worth paying that much to
watch in concert, and that if
she waits any longer the
tickets will probably be sold
out because of his
popularity, the money
concern is still great.
“I like the way he sings,
obviously,” Carranza stated.
“I like his lyrics and what he
sings about is very
passionate and I really like
that. But it is kind of pricy, I
am a college student.”

Regarding the pricing
issue, Schumacher stated
that in every event people
sometimes have to make
certain decisions before
purchasing a ticket and
pricing is one of them.
Schumacher also
mentioned that the Alan
Jackson concert had been
sold out the first day with
tickets prices of $55, which
would technically mean the
Luis Miguel concerts are
selling the same. The only
difference seen is the two
concert dates, which split the
ticket sales.
“[The sales have] already
proven people will pay that,”
Schumacher commented.
“The highest prices were
what a lot of people snatch
up first. And good seats are
still available because people
pick between the two events
trying to get the best seats
[available].”

continued from page 7

other (side), with one foot on both sides of the
let the people know that he wouldn’t leave until he
border.”
signed everyone’s book.
Over the years and with his success, Ramos has
“If you’ll hold on, I’ll hold on. I know that many
of you have come with children and the weather has slowly become a defender of the immigrants in the
been awful, but anyway thanks for coming,” Ramos United States.
“Unfortunately, their in no consciousness in the
said to the crowd lined up outside the book store. “I
have nowhere else to go and nothing else to do until United States of the importance of the immigrants,
of all they contribute economically, politically, or
tomorrow morning. I’m not leaving until I get to
culturally to the United States,” Ramos criticized.
sign all your books and get to meet you all.”
“They contribute more than $10 billion (a year) to
In 2000, Ramos’ book, “La Otra Cara de
the economy and, unfortunately, there isn’t a
América” or “The Other Face of America” was on
the best seller’s list and this one could be well on its national movement to give them amnesty. So then,
we have to create a consciousness for all of those
way as well.
that don’t understand us so that they know what we
“Man, it feels real good,” Ramos said when
are all doing here. And I still feel just like one more
asked about his previous best seller status. “But I
immigrant.”
think the people can
Another topic of
identify with the
debate that Ramos
experiences of being
has tackled in the
an immigrant and
past is the use of
that’s what I hope to
Spanish in the
communicate now.”
United States.
Ramos left
“There’s nothing
México after having
to defend. English is
a news report
losing ground and
censored by
Spanish is gaining
Mexican television
ground,” Ramos
giant Televisa, but
said. “Nine out of 10
like any immigrant,
Latinos speak
he has always
(Above and Below) - Fans and admirers of journalist
Spanish. In the
dreamed of going
Jorge Ramos wait in long lines both inside and outUnited States, there
back some day to
side of the Barnes & Noble Bookstore in McAllen
are more than 35
live. However, his
Sunday afternoon.
million people that
ties in the United
Daniz Rivera/Special to The Pan American speak Spanish and
States have grown to
soon, Spanish will
the point that his
be spoken more in
wish has become
the United States
just that.
than in countries
“I have 20 years
such as Argentina,
in the United States
Colombia or Spain.”
and one always
The international
dreams of being able
anchor’s success
to return to México,”
includes consistently
Ramos said. “I don’t
beating out top
think there is a day
American colleagues
that goes by that I
such as Dan Rather,
don’t think that, but
Peter Jennings, and Tom Brokaw in the nightly
the more time I’m here (in the U.S.), the less
news ratings in markets such as Houston, Dallas
feasible it is for me to return to Mexico.”
and Miami.
Ramos related the fact that he feels that he is
“I watch the news on Univisión. I’ve gotten my
from both countries with a foot on each side of the
news from him since he was in radio,” Jack Reyes
border.
of Veracruz, México said. “He is one of the best
“My children are American, my wife is
reporters in the United States and México. He is the
American and [the U.S.] is also now my country,”
type of person who can influence an entire
Ramos said. “I think I’m from two countries. Now,
community and make our voice heard in Congress.”
I have one foot on one side and the other on the
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CULTURE CLUB
What students like to read, listen to and surf.

Celso D. Olivares
Senior
Intl. Bus. Management

CD: “No Need to Argue” by The Cranberries
Movie: “Scarface”
Website: zorstec.net

Abiel Barrera
Junior
Undecided

CD: “Un Dia Normal” by Juanes
Movie: “2 Fast 2 Furious”
Book: “Treasure Island” by Robert Louis Stevenson

Dr. Susan Jarvis
Business Law

CD: “Rhapsody in Blue” by London Philharmonic
Movie: “Citizen Kane”
Book: “Markings” by Dag Hammarskjold

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

PAGE 7

Around
Town
‘A Flea in Her Ear’
Oct. 15-18 at 8 p.m., Oct.
19 at 2 p.m.
Place: University Theater
Event: The UTPA theater
department presents its first
production of the year with
Georges Feydeau’s ‘A Flea
in Her Ear.’
Price: $10 for reserved
seats, $5 general admission
and $3 for non-UTPA
students and faculty. UTPA
students and faculty receive
two free admissions with a
valid ID. No children under
the third grade allowed.
Phone: (956) 381-3581
Latin Jazz Festival
Oct. 16-18
Place: Jacob Brown
Auditorium
Event: The 7th Annual Latin
Jazz Festival will feature the
Semeneya Dance Company
from San Antonio, Ritmo
Caribe from Corpus Christi,
dance showcases and an
amateur dance contest with
more than $1,000 in prizes.
The Latin Jazz Festival was
inaugurated in 1997 by the
late Tito Puente.
Price: $15
Phone: (956) 460-1711

■ Culture Club . . . . . . 10

Luis Miguel coming soon to Dodge Arena
By ARIANNA VAZQUEZ
The Pan American
Twenty years have passed
since a 12-year-old boy
recorded his first album
making him one of the
biggest Latin male sexsymbols of all time.
Luis Miguel, “El Sol,” or
the sun as he was
nicknamed by media during
the beginning of his career
will be coming to the Valley
for two concerts Oct. 29 and
30 at the new Dodge Arena
located in Hidalgo.
The arena will have
seating for 5,800 people for
the concerts and is
expecting a pair of sold out
performances by the singer.
Fifty percent of the concert

tickets were sold the first
day they went on sale. Clear
Channel Entertainment, one
of the biggest promoters in
the country is bringing the
artist to the Valley, and has
obtained the help of the
arena management for the
marketing and the
promotion of the event.
Jeff Shumacher, the
assistant general manager
for the arena stated that he
is pleased of the outcome of
the event because the two
dates have been selling well.
“We felt Luis Miguel was
a strong enough artist to
play in here two days,”
Shumacher said. “In joint
discussion with the
promoter we needed two
days because that would be

the demand.”
The promoters did not
have any expectations for
when the tickets would go
on sale, but after the first
day they were happy with
the results.
The singer is promoting
his recent album, titled
“33,” which went on sale
Sept. 30. Since then,
thousands of copies of the
album have been sold.
After four years of
recording albums mainly of
the bolero, or classical
genre, Luis Miguel's latest
record returns the idol to his
beginnings in the pop genre.
Plus, it also labels him, for
the first time, as a
composer. He wrote five of
the eleven songs on the
album, and was also part of
the production.
With his first single, “Te
Necesito,” composed by the
legendary singer and
songwriter, Juan Luis
Guerra, the album “33,” not
only signifies his age, but
also commemorates his
lengthy career and stardom.
Luis Miguel has won
several Grammy awards,
and has had prestigious
nominations such as the
World Music Awards in
Monaco. He has also sold

www.lacasadeluismiguel.com

(Above and Left) - The 33-year-old heartthrob singer Luis
Miguel begins his latest tour this month, including two concert
dates in the Valley at the new Dodge Arena.

more than 40 million
records during his career.
Through the years, his loyal
fans have kept him at the
top of the charts from his
first album “Soy Como

Quiero Ser,” to the recent
one, totalling 24 records
throughout his career.
Miguel’s fans range in

See MICKY page 10

Journalist Jorge Ramos visits
Valley to promote new book

Street Market
Oct. 18 from 11 a.m. to 4
p.m.
Place: Downtown McAllen
on 17th Street between
Austin and Erie Avenues
Event: The Fifth Annual
McAllen Street Market will
include a variety of food,
entertainment and booths
for the entire family.
Price: Admission is free.
Phone: (956) 682-2871

By ED CHRNKO &
LUIS SAAVEDRA
The Pan American

Carnival of the Great
Pumpkin
Oct. 25 at 6 p.m.
Place: UTPA Field House
Event: Annual event
featuring a variety of
contests and entertainment.
Phone: (956) 316-7989
Broadway show
Oct. 30 at 7:30 p.m.
Place: McAllen Civic Center
Event: The Broadway
musical ‘Saturday Night
Fever’ comes to the Valley
stage.
Price: $30-35.

■ Rita Moreno . . . . . 8-9

Daniz Rivera/Special to The Pan American
Univision journalist Jorge Ramos signs copies of his books
for an excited fan Sunday at Barnes & Noble in McAllen.

The most trusted and respected Latin American
television journalist in the United States, Jorge
Ramos, of the nationally broadcast Noticiero
Univisión visited the McAllen Barnes & Noble
Sunday afternoon as part of his book signing tour
promoting his newest work, “Atravesando
Fronteras” or “No Borders,” as it is titled in
English.
Hundreds of people lined up outside the Barnes
& Noble Bookstore, located in the North Cross
Shopping Center at the intersection of Nolana and
North 10th Street, with hopes of having the top
Latin American news anchor in the United States
sign a copy of his recent book.
“We’ve heard a lot of buzz about it ]Ramos’
book signings],” UTPA graduate and Barnes &
Noble Community Relations Manager Anissa
García said. “Houston had about 3,000 people and
San Antonio had about 2,000. Everyone seems to
love him.”
Some people had been waiting in line since
noon and even earlier for the afternoon signing.
“I’ve been here since 12, but I think it’s worth
waiting for him because he represents a generation
of Hispanics that have succeeded,” Edna Castillo
of La Blanca said. “He is an example that if you

work hard no matter where you come from, you
can have all that you want.”
The influential anchor arrived close to the
scheduled 3 p.m. commencement of the book
signing. He held up only for a quick interview by
Humberto García, a reporter with the local
Univisión affiliate KNVO.
Ramos’ book, “Atravesando Fronteras,” has also
been translated in English, and is his fifth book to
date. This latest work talks more about himself and
his life as an immigrant. The book begins with his
life growing up in Mexico City and his decision to
start a new one in the United States up until his
most recent exploits. Ramos gives his point of view
as an immigrant who has managed to succeed in the
United States but also conveys to the reader that he
is still very much an immigrant regardless of his
success.
“I hope that the people realize that I am an
immigrant like any other,” Ramos said. “I will
always be an immigrant. And it is very important
that the United States realizes the enormous
contributions immigrants give to the culture,
economy and politics [of this country].”
After tending to the media and signing a few
books, Ramos, noticing the increasing line of
people, dropped his pen and proceeded to walk
down the line of admirers right out the front door to

See JORGE page 10
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Photos by
Daniel Aguilar
(Below) - Puerto Rican-born actress Rita Moreno
becomes very animated while speaking to Valley
students in the Albert Jeffers Theatre.

Academy Award-winning actress Rita Moreno speaks about life experiences

The Albert Jeffers Theatre
at University of Texas-Pan
American has a new
addition to its wall of fame.
Puerto Rican-born actress
Rita Moreno sat centerstage Wednesday morning
for a question-and-answer
session with students and
faculty.
Moreno was one of many
guest speakers to visit
UTPA for the Hispanic
Engineering, Science and
Technology Conference
(HESTEC).
The audience’s queries
primarily dealt with
Moreno’s experiences in
acting and also focused on
advice she had for aspiring
actors.
Annette Perez, a junior
majoring in Theatre, TV,
and Film Performance, said,
“It was a great experience
hearing from a professional
actor’s point of view of the
things that she has been
through.”
“It was inspiring when
she talked to us about what
we should do as actors
going into this profession,”
Perez said.
Moreno is the only female
performer to win an Oscar,
Emmy, Tony, and Grammy
Award. She was awarded
the Oscar for her
performance as Anita in
“West Side Story.”
Her expertise may be in
the performing arts, but her
message is for everyone.
“Study not only what you
want to do,” the 71-year-old
Moreno said. “Get an
education so that you can
earn a living and pay the

“

When I was there and she
started listing all of her struggles
and I kind of saw myself through
her because I’m an immigrant
myself. I came to the States from
Mexico when I was four.
- Angela Canales, Junior communication major

rent and eat.”
Moreno went on to say
that even students who are
not in drama should try to
do their best. “Make it your
business to be so good at
what you do that they will
beg for your services,” she
said.
Moreno continues to
provide her services to
communities around the
nation.
This summer she will
perform in Terrence
McNally’s “Master Class”
with the Berkley
Reparatory. Her work is not
limited to film, stage,
lecture and television,
Moreno is also involved in
civic and charitable
organizations and events.
In the past Moreno has
served on the National
Foundation for the Arts and
as a Commissioner on the
President's White House
Fellowships.
She is currently a member
of the President's
Committee on the Arts &
Humanities, on the Planned
Parenthood of America
Board of Advocates, and
spokeswoman for the
American Heart
Association.
Moreno first rendered her

“

By OMAIRA GALARZA
The Pan American

services to the university
when she spoke to more
than 1,000 science and math
educators and about 100
students, at a HESTEC
lecture held in the UTPA
Fieldhouse.
“I believe that a question
and answer session is more
intimate than a speech,”
Perez, 21, said. “You get to
ask questions about things
you have been wondering
about within that profession
and she can answer them
directly.”
A prepared speech may
not be as intimate as a
question and answer
discussion, but Moreno’s
words hit students with
equal force. Angela
Canales, a junior
Communications major who
attended HESTEC, left with
a feeling of empowerment.
Canales also stated that
she came to the United
States from Mexico when
she was four and saw what
the American dream was
through Rita.
“Rather than just coming
to the States and settling for
minimal success, Rita
continued striving for more.
It made me feel that if she
can do it, why can’t I, or
anyone else?”

“When I was there and
she started listing all of her
struggles and I kind of saw
myself through her because
I’m an immigrant myself,”
Canales said. “I came to the
States from Mexico when I
was four.”
Moreno was born Rosa
Dolores Alverio in
Humacao, Puerto Rico. She
moved to New York when
she was five years old and
debuted on Broadway at 13.
She said that the hardest
part about pursuing her
dream and being a minority
was everything.
Moreno emphasized the
importance of education,
to students and
educators who
attended the
conference,
with the same
intensity as she
did in the
theatre.
Priscilla
Morales, 22, said
she is concerned about
competition in the
professional world, but
Moreno reinforced a
positive and realistic
outlook on competition
by relating her own
fears to the
entertainment industry.
“She gave me more
motivation to continue
my education because
she explained that the
entertainment industry
is uncertain,” Morales
said.
Moreno suggests that
students, “Find [their]
strengths, develop them,
use them to [their] best
advantage, believe in
them, and never, ever
give up.”
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continued from page 7

age from young to old. The
singer has been able to
maintain a diversity of ages
among his fans, and those
that have been supporting
him from the start still
consider him one of the best
performers.
Graduate student in
Communication Disorders,
Reyna Vazquez has been a
fan since the start of his
career and still awaits new
material from the artists. As
a ticket holder for one of the
dates, she also mentioned
her expectation for the
concert is great because he
always gives a good show,
and the new album has a lot
to say for it.
“I loved the new album,”
Vazquez said. “It is similar
to others he has recorded,
but I feel he shouldn’t
change things because the
way they are right now work
for him. I hope the concert is

JORGE

of good quality like others
he has done in the past.”
Melissa Carranza, a senior
majoring in political science,
is expecting to purchase a
ticket later on, but is still
debating whether she should
buy it or not because of its
high price.
Concert tickets range from
$70 to $175, and to many,
the price is too steep for a
concert. Carranza stated that
although she feels he is
worth paying that much to
watch in concert, and that if
she waits any longer the
tickets will probably be sold
out because of his
popularity, the money
concern is still great.
“I like the way he sings,
obviously,” Carranza stated.
“I like his lyrics and what he
sings about is very
passionate and I really like
that. But it is kind of pricy, I
am a college student.”

Regarding the pricing
issue, Schumacher stated
that in every event people
sometimes have to make
certain decisions before
purchasing a ticket and
pricing is one of them.
Schumacher also
mentioned that the Alan
Jackson concert had been
sold out the first day with
tickets prices of $55, which
would technically mean the
Luis Miguel concerts are
selling the same. The only
difference seen is the two
concert dates, which split the
ticket sales.
“[The sales have] already
proven people will pay that,”
Schumacher commented.
“The highest prices were
what a lot of people snatch
up first. And good seats are
still available because people
pick between the two events
trying to get the best seats
[available].”

continued from page 7

other (side), with one foot on both sides of the
let the people know that he wouldn’t leave until he
border.”
signed everyone’s book.
Over the years and with his success, Ramos has
“If you’ll hold on, I’ll hold on. I know that many
of you have come with children and the weather has slowly become a defender of the immigrants in the
been awful, but anyway thanks for coming,” Ramos United States.
“Unfortunately, their in no consciousness in the
said to the crowd lined up outside the book store. “I
have nowhere else to go and nothing else to do until United States of the importance of the immigrants,
of all they contribute economically, politically, or
tomorrow morning. I’m not leaving until I get to
culturally to the United States,” Ramos criticized.
sign all your books and get to meet you all.”
“They contribute more than $10 billion (a year) to
In 2000, Ramos’ book, “La Otra Cara de
the economy and, unfortunately, there isn’t a
América” or “The Other Face of America” was on
the best seller’s list and this one could be well on its national movement to give them amnesty. So then,
we have to create a consciousness for all of those
way as well.
that don’t understand us so that they know what we
“Man, it feels real good,” Ramos said when
are all doing here. And I still feel just like one more
asked about his previous best seller status. “But I
immigrant.”
think the people can
Another topic of
identify with the
debate that Ramos
experiences of being
has tackled in the
an immigrant and
past is the use of
that’s what I hope to
Spanish in the
communicate now.”
United States.
Ramos left
“There’s nothing
México after having
to defend. English is
a news report
losing ground and
censored by
Spanish is gaining
Mexican television
ground,” Ramos
giant Televisa, but
said. “Nine out of 10
like any immigrant,
Latinos speak
he has always
(Above and Below) - Fans and admirers of journalist
Spanish. In the
dreamed of going
Jorge Ramos wait in long lines both inside and outUnited States, there
back some day to
side of the Barnes & Noble Bookstore in McAllen
are more than 35
live. However, his
Sunday afternoon.
million people that
ties in the United
Daniz Rivera/Special to The Pan American speak Spanish and
States have grown to
soon, Spanish will
the point that his
be spoken more in
wish has become
the United States
just that.
than in countries
“I have 20 years
such as Argentina,
in the United States
Colombia or Spain.”
and one always
The international
dreams of being able
anchor’s success
to return to México,”
includes consistently
Ramos said. “I don’t
beating out top
think there is a day
American colleagues
that goes by that I
such as Dan Rather,
don’t think that, but
Peter Jennings, and Tom Brokaw in the nightly
the more time I’m here (in the U.S.), the less
news ratings in markets such as Houston, Dallas
feasible it is for me to return to Mexico.”
and Miami.
Ramos related the fact that he feels that he is
“I watch the news on Univisión. I’ve gotten my
from both countries with a foot on each side of the
news from him since he was in radio,” Jack Reyes
border.
of Veracruz, México said. “He is one of the best
“My children are American, my wife is
reporters in the United States and México. He is the
American and [the U.S.] is also now my country,”
type of person who can influence an entire
Ramos said. “I think I’m from two countries. Now,
community and make our voice heard in Congress.”
I have one foot on one side and the other on the
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CULTURE CLUB
What students like to read, listen to and surf.

Celso D. Olivares
Senior
Intl. Bus. Management

CD: “No Need to Argue” by The Cranberries
Movie: “Scarface”
Website: zorstec.net

Abiel Barrera
Junior
Undecided

CD: “Un Dia Normal” by Juanes
Movie: “2 Fast 2 Furious”
Book: “Treasure Island” by Robert Louis Stevenson

Dr. Susan Jarvis
Business Law

CD: “Rhapsody in Blue” by London Philharmonic
Movie: “Citizen Kane”
Book: “Markings” by Dag Hammarskjold
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Around
Town
‘A Flea in Her Ear’
Oct. 15-18 at 8 p.m., Oct.
19 at 2 p.m.
Place: University Theater
Event: The UTPA theater
department presents its first
production of the year with
Georges Feydeau’s ‘A Flea
in Her Ear.’
Price: $10 for reserved
seats, $5 general admission
and $3 for non-UTPA
students and faculty. UTPA
students and faculty receive
two free admissions with a
valid ID. No children under
the third grade allowed.
Phone: (956) 381-3581
Latin Jazz Festival
Oct. 16-18
Place: Jacob Brown
Auditorium
Event: The 7th Annual Latin
Jazz Festival will feature the
Semeneya Dance Company
from San Antonio, Ritmo
Caribe from Corpus Christi,
dance showcases and an
amateur dance contest with
more than $1,000 in prizes.
The Latin Jazz Festival was
inaugurated in 1997 by the
late Tito Puente.
Price: $15
Phone: (956) 460-1711

■ Culture Club . . . . . . 10

Luis Miguel coming soon to Dodge Arena
By ARIANNA VAZQUEZ
The Pan American
Twenty years have passed
since a 12-year-old boy
recorded his first album
making him one of the
biggest Latin male sexsymbols of all time.
Luis Miguel, “El Sol,” or
the sun as he was
nicknamed by media during
the beginning of his career
will be coming to the Valley
for two concerts Oct. 29 and
30 at the new Dodge Arena
located in Hidalgo.
The arena will have
seating for 5,800 people for
the concerts and is
expecting a pair of sold out
performances by the singer.
Fifty percent of the concert

tickets were sold the first
day they went on sale. Clear
Channel Entertainment, one
of the biggest promoters in
the country is bringing the
artist to the Valley, and has
obtained the help of the
arena management for the
marketing and the
promotion of the event.
Jeff Shumacher, the
assistant general manager
for the arena stated that he
is pleased of the outcome of
the event because the two
dates have been selling well.
“We felt Luis Miguel was
a strong enough artist to
play in here two days,”
Shumacher said. “In joint
discussion with the
promoter we needed two
days because that would be

the demand.”
The promoters did not
have any expectations for
when the tickets would go
on sale, but after the first
day they were happy with
the results.
The singer is promoting
his recent album, titled
“33,” which went on sale
Sept. 30. Since then,
thousands of copies of the
album have been sold.
After four years of
recording albums mainly of
the bolero, or classical
genre, Luis Miguel's latest
record returns the idol to his
beginnings in the pop genre.
Plus, it also labels him, for
the first time, as a
composer. He wrote five of
the eleven songs on the
album, and was also part of
the production.
With his first single, “Te
Necesito,” composed by the
legendary singer and
songwriter, Juan Luis
Guerra, the album “33,” not
only signifies his age, but
also commemorates his
lengthy career and stardom.
Luis Miguel has won
several Grammy awards,
and has had prestigious
nominations such as the
World Music Awards in
Monaco. He has also sold

www.lacasadeluismiguel.com

(Above and Left) - The 33-year-old heartthrob singer Luis
Miguel begins his latest tour this month, including two concert
dates in the Valley at the new Dodge Arena.

more than 40 million
records during his career.
Through the years, his loyal
fans have kept him at the
top of the charts from his
first album “Soy Como

Quiero Ser,” to the recent
one, totalling 24 records
throughout his career.
Miguel’s fans range in

See MICKY page 10

Journalist Jorge Ramos visits
Valley to promote new book

Street Market
Oct. 18 from 11 a.m. to 4
p.m.
Place: Downtown McAllen
on 17th Street between
Austin and Erie Avenues
Event: The Fifth Annual
McAllen Street Market will
include a variety of food,
entertainment and booths
for the entire family.
Price: Admission is free.
Phone: (956) 682-2871

By ED CHRNKO &
LUIS SAAVEDRA
The Pan American

Carnival of the Great
Pumpkin
Oct. 25 at 6 p.m.
Place: UTPA Field House
Event: Annual event
featuring a variety of
contests and entertainment.
Phone: (956) 316-7989
Broadway show
Oct. 30 at 7:30 p.m.
Place: McAllen Civic Center
Event: The Broadway
musical ‘Saturday Night
Fever’ comes to the Valley
stage.
Price: $30-35.

■ Rita Moreno . . . . . 8-9

Daniz Rivera/Special to The Pan American
Univision journalist Jorge Ramos signs copies of his books
for an excited fan Sunday at Barnes & Noble in McAllen.

The most trusted and respected Latin American
television journalist in the United States, Jorge
Ramos, of the nationally broadcast Noticiero
Univisión visited the McAllen Barnes & Noble
Sunday afternoon as part of his book signing tour
promoting his newest work, “Atravesando
Fronteras” or “No Borders,” as it is titled in
English.
Hundreds of people lined up outside the Barnes
& Noble Bookstore, located in the North Cross
Shopping Center at the intersection of Nolana and
North 10th Street, with hopes of having the top
Latin American news anchor in the United States
sign a copy of his recent book.
“We’ve heard a lot of buzz about it ]Ramos’
book signings],” UTPA graduate and Barnes &
Noble Community Relations Manager Anissa
García said. “Houston had about 3,000 people and
San Antonio had about 2,000. Everyone seems to
love him.”
Some people had been waiting in line since
noon and even earlier for the afternoon signing.
“I’ve been here since 12, but I think it’s worth
waiting for him because he represents a generation
of Hispanics that have succeeded,” Edna Castillo
of La Blanca said. “He is an example that if you

work hard no matter where you come from, you
can have all that you want.”
The influential anchor arrived close to the
scheduled 3 p.m. commencement of the book
signing. He held up only for a quick interview by
Humberto García, a reporter with the local
Univisión affiliate KNVO.
Ramos’ book, “Atravesando Fronteras,” has also
been translated in English, and is his fifth book to
date. This latest work talks more about himself and
his life as an immigrant. The book begins with his
life growing up in Mexico City and his decision to
start a new one in the United States up until his
most recent exploits. Ramos gives his point of view
as an immigrant who has managed to succeed in the
United States but also conveys to the reader that he
is still very much an immigrant regardless of his
success.
“I hope that the people realize that I am an
immigrant like any other,” Ramos said. “I will
always be an immigrant. And it is very important
that the United States realizes the enormous
contributions immigrants give to the culture,
economy and politics [of this country].”
After tending to the media and signing a few
books, Ramos, noticing the increasing line of
people, dropped his pen and proceeded to walk
down the line of admirers right out the front door to

See JORGE page 10
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Campus groups sponsor AIDS awareness
By CLARISSA MARTINEZ
The Pan American
It can be known as a silent killer. Texas
alone had more than 50,000 cases of
known infection in 2001. The disease is
HIV, and several students at UTPA
participated in a day that was created to
bring awareness of HIV and AIDS among
Latinos to the residents of the Rio Grande
Valley.
October 15 marked the last day of

Hispanic Heritage month, and also served
as the National Latino AIDS Awareness
Day. HIV infection has been a fact of
life in most Latino communities
throughout the United States for over 20
years. Surveys of Latinos have
consistently found that AIDS is seen as
the number one health issue in this
country. Since 2001 over 150,000 Latino
AIDS cases have been reported. Latinos
compromise 14 percent of the population
in the United States and account for 20

percent of all those living with AIDS.
AIDS has challenged Latinos in every
part of the country to increase political
voices and confront issues such as drug
use and sexuality that, for generations
before, has been unmentionable. On
Wednesday, cities around the United
States may have seen Latino leadership
sponsoring diverse activities in their
communities that respond to the state of
AIDS among Latinos in 2003.
To recognize the increasing statistics
among Latinas and
young Latinos who
have AIDS, different
localities and leaders
used the day to
promote and sponsor
activities on
prevention.
Senior nursing
major David Casas
helped organize the
event on campus.
Casas is part of the
Student Nursing
Organizations and
also a Peer Educator
for the AHORA!
project for MANA
(Mexican American
National Association)
de Hidalgo County.
The Student Nursing
Organization was the
only student group on
campus to participate
in the awareness day
from South Texas.
In collaboration
with MANA de
Hidalgo County and
the Valley AIDS
Council, students
helped bring
awareness to people
on campus by passing
out information
booklets, free
condoms and even
free HIV testing for
students and
employees at the
UTPA Health Center.
"There were people
who took advantage
of the free testing,
and we passed out
around 500 condoms.
So, I do feel the
project was a success
for us," Casas said.
"If we reach ten
people, then that's
significant and just
totally worth the
effort."
Glendilia Zavala,
Board President of
MANA de Hidalgo
County, explained
that a grant was
given to the chapter
to bring more
knowledge of Latino
Awareness to South
Texas.
"We plan to spread
the word on Latinos
being affected by
AIDS and HIV,"
Zavala said.
"Statistics show that
the Latino population

AIDS Facts
Known infections in Texas
2001: 50,000
Latino cases in US since 2001:
150,000
Latinos represent 20% of US
cases
Latinos represent 14% of US
population
Source:Valley AIDS Council

has an increasing rate of 14-24 year olds
being affected by AIDS. This motivated
us to host the Awareness Day at the
university, since obviously that is the age
that needs to know about the risks they
may have of exposure to HIV."
Zavala said the nursing students chose
to distribute information and host the
HIV testing on Tuesday because
Wednesday the students had clinical
events.
"I'd like to thank David and the nursing
students because they are the ones who
worked to organize the event, and for that
I'm thankful," Zavala said. "Over 200
people stopped by to pick up brochures
and ten people came between a four hour
period to have a free HIV test. Not only
was the testing free, we even offered the
individuals ten dollars to take the test."
MANA de Hidalgo County also
participated in the health care fair that
took place last Saturday in San Carlos.
At that fair, over 1,000 Valley residents
attended with 19 people taking the HIV
test. With this success, Zavala says she
hopes to continue having awareness
events to reach as many individuals as
possible.
Zavala notes that with the new
developments AHORA! is making,
activities are being created to strengthen
young people's leadership roles and build
the capacity of community based
organizations to prevent new HIV
infections in the Latino community.
The AHORA! project is a familycentered approach, emphasizing the
importance of addressing the wide
spectrum of sexuality; including reducing
homophobia and the stigma of HIV
within the Latino community.
Casas also feels that this type of event
is beneficial to all who attend and hope to
have future projects such as the one the
nursing students collaborated with
MANA on.
"By sharing this information with
people of the Rio Grande Valley, we are
serving the community and knowing that
a difference can be made in one person's
life is just great," Casas said.
"In the Hispanic culture, certain issues,
particularly sex and sexuality is taboo
among people," Zavala said. "The more
awareness and education we can promote
in AHORA! the better off we will be." "I
do believe the Rio Grande Valley needs to
be educated about HIV and AIDS,"
Zavala said. "Currently, President Bush
has shown determination to help others
fight this disease and we certainly want to
educate young people of the risks and
consequences they may suffer for their
actions."
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Two new faces in chemistry department
By MARIA ALEJANDRA MAZARIEGOS
The Pan American
In their respective offices down a long
purple hallway on the third floor of the
audaciously flamboyant Science Building
reside the newest members of the
chemistry department faculty, Dr. Chen
and Dr. Macossay-Torres.
Dr. Banglin Chen is a native of Shang
Hai, China who attended the largest
university in the area, Zheijiany
University, for a bachelors and master’s
degree. Then he pursued further education
at The National University of Singapore,
obtaining a Ph.D.
Chemistry sparked Chen’s interest early
in life and his considerable ability in the
area was soon noticed by other colleagues
and fellow teachers. His interest in
chemistry comes through his fascination
with the usefulness of components in a
variety of applications.
Currently Chen is conducting a research
project on Nanoporous Metal Organic
Solids and teaching general chemistry
with laboratories. General Chemistry
studies the fundamentals of atomic
structure, electric structure and periodic
table, nomenclature, the stoichiometry
reactions, gas laws, chemical
thermodynamics, chemical bonding, and
structure and geometry of molecules.
For more information about general
chemistry, contact Chen at
banglin@panam.edu.
Dr. Javier Macossay was born in
Acapulco, Mexico. He obtained his
bachelor’s degree from La Universidad

The Elliot Chemical
Society
Inspiration
Dr. J. Lell Elliot
Meetings
Now Thursdays at Science Bldg
2.288
Contact
Sam Salinas:
elliotchemicalsoc@yahoo.com
Source:Elliot Chemical Society

Autonoma de Nuevo Leon and graduated
from Louisiana State University with a
master’s and Ph.D. Macossay decided to
enter the world of chemistry due to a
fondness for innovative ideas and found
that chemistry is a growing field with
opportunities to develop new ideas.
Chemistry runs in Macossay’s genes, as
his father and an aunt are chemists.
He started teaching in 1990 and now
handles organic chemistry lectures and
labs. Organic Chemistry focuses on the
study of covalent bonding, molecular
structure, acid-base theory,
conformational analysis and
stereochemistry. Relations between
structure and reactivity: functional groups
and their interconversions. Mechanistic

Dr. Javier Macossay
studies with emphasis on reactive
intermediates. Like Chen, research plays
a vital goal for Macossay, who is
currently trying to establish a
polymer/organic chemistry research group
for High Performance Materials used in
electronics and aerospace. For additional
information on organic chemistry contact
Macossay at jmacossay@panam.edu.
Along with new faculty, the Chemistry
Department at UTPA has its own science
club, the Elliot Chemical Society. The
name comes from Dr. J. Lell Elliot, who
was a professor at university for 35 years
and played a crucial role in the creation of
the department. Elliot donated most of his
assets toward the department en route for

Dr. Banglin Chen
scholarships and departmental
improvement; so in recognition, the
society is named after him. The Elliot
Chemical Society is open to all majors
and there is no membership fee. The
society does numerous activities not
dealing with chemistry, and meets
Thursdays at noon in science room 2.288.
Their meetings bring together interesting
guest speakers, free food, and a yearly
trip to South Padre Island. Anyone with
an interest in science and a yearning to be
taught and experiment with new ideas
makes a perfect member of The Elliot
Chemical Society. For more information
about this society, contact Sam Salinas at
elliotchemicalsociety@yahoo.com.
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UTPA staff receives
HAZMAT training
By DULCE GONZALEZ
The Pan American
The chances are slim of having an
anthrax scare at the university, but there
are other potentially dangerous things to be
found right here on campus. So university
employees are being required to participate
in a special training for hazardous
material.
According to Richard Costello, director
of the Department of Environmental
Health and Safety Office, the Hazard
Communication Training is mandatory for
employees who may be exposed to
hazardous chemicals during the course of
their work. Exposure may be through
inhalation, skin contact, absorption, or
ingestion. The typical employees who are
exposed to hazardous chemicals are
housekeeping personnel, physical plant
employees, and laboratory personnel.
"The Texas Department of Health
Hazard Communication Branch mandates
that any employee potentially exposed to
hazardous material go through training,"
said Costello.
University employees are required to
receive training 30 days prior to working
with chemicals. The Office of
Environmental Health and Safety provides
hazardous chemical training once a month
or on a need basis. The main chemicals
that present a threat to university
employees are organic solvents which are
mainly used in experiments, and corrosives
which are found in cleaning supplies.
According to Costello, the Texas
Department of Health randomly selects
dates on which they inspect the university,
so it is important that all employees go
through the training.
The training offered at the university

lasts only one day, and even then for a
single hour. The basic training consists of
informing employees where they can get
information regarding hazardous materials,
teaching them what hazardous chemicals
are, and showing the effects if one is
exposed to chemicals. Training also covers
waste disposal and basic training in
emergency response. The Department of
Environmental Health and Safety finds that
there is a strong correlation between
workplace injuries and the amount of
training completed. Costello stated more
people trained means reduced injuries.
"Our goal is when you leave the
university you are as healthy as when you
arrived," said Costello. "Training helps us
accomplish this."
Not only does the university supply
training to protect its employees but it also
does so to
fulfill the Texas Department of Health
standards. The Texas Department of Health
Hazard Communication requires the
university to train somebody to be able to
identify a chemical, and to properly label
and name chemicals. The university must
also have an inventory of the chemicals
available on campus.
"If somebody gets injured by a chemical
because they didn’t know the chemical was
harmful we can get fined," said Costello.
The fines given to the university can be
very expensive. For lack of training the
university can be docked up to $7,000. For
not properly labeling a chemical the hit is
again $7,000. According to Costello, the
university is doing a good job in training
its employees.
"This university has the best training
record," said Costello. "We have the
highest number of people trained in the UT
system."

HESTEC

UNLIKELY PLACE — A lone flower grows from a crack in a brick wall outside the
Social and Behaviorial Sciences building.

been interested in science, and NASA
and GEAR UP has really given me a
chance to explore those subjects more.”
Though the events at HESTEC were
interesting to the students, being
packed into the Field House with a
thousand other students who shared
their interest also made the day more
appealing.
“My favorite part was definitely
meeting other people from different
schools,” Marquez said. “It was cool
seeing their work for the solar car
competition and comparing them to
others. I met a lot of new people and
that’s always fun.”

Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American

HESTEC — Crowds of students and area residents flocked to UTPA for various HESTEC events.

SPIRIT WEEK

continued from page 1

involved.”
University offices participate in a decorating
contest and awards will be announced at the
spirit rally at the quad today at noon.
“This gives the campus a chance to capture
originality and creativity surrounded by Bronc
Spirit week,” Mariscal said. “The spirit rally is
the time for the athletic teams to be introduced
to school.”
Mariscal said there will be contests for the
student body to enter at the tailgate party prior
to the Midnight Madness celebration. The
contests are the “Bucky call,” and the jalapeno
and watermelon eating contest. There will also
be a fajita cook-off between student
organizations and other booths at the tailgate

party.
The party will resume to light the letters of
UTPA right before the Midnight Madness
festivities begin at 10:30 p.m.
Mariscal said that the Madness events will
be run by the Athletics Department, and there
will be different competitions for student
organizations and students until midnight;
when the basketball teams will kick off
practice. The men begin their season Nov. 4
with an exhibition at home against Monterrey
Tech, while the women get started Nov. 21 in
Colorado Springs against the Air Force
Academy.
“Students and staff should come out for the
events, it’s a good time,” Mariscal said.

continued from page 4

in the United States whose purpose is the
advancement of the scientific study of
language, particularly in the geographical
region covering Arizona, Arkansas,
California, Colorado, Louisiana, New
Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas.
The conference will give UTPA and the
community an opportunity to hear scholars
speak about the languages spoken in the
area.
“The conference will be an opportunity
for students to hear scholars speak about
language and social linguistics in our
culture, like Spanglish,” Garcia explained.
“UTPA should be very happy to have
scholars and visionaries within the
department of modern languages that
promote such scholarly endeavors.”
Garcia said that UTPA’s hosting the
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Center to aid non-English speakers

continued from page 1

Jeff Corwin, and NASA’s own, Yuri
Malenchenko and Edward Lu.
“It was really encouraging to meet an
actual Olympic gold medalist,” said
Camille Gutierrez, a junior at Port
Isabel High School. “He was really
encouraging us to follow our dreams
and that’s cool coming from someone
who accomplished theirs.”
Hilda Marquez, a sophomore at
Mercedes High School, said she was
amazed at what she experienced at
HESTEC.
“I never thought I would be able to
interact with someone live from
space,” Marquez said. “I’ve always

LASSO

Elizabeth Padilla/The Pan American

Page 12

conference demonstrates the university’s
importance in research in the area of
linguistics.
“This is the first time that the LASSO
conference has been held at UTPA,” Garcia
said. “They picked the university to hold
the annual conference because of its
research endeavors in this area. It is
beginning to be noticed by other national
scholarly organizations.”
The “Crossing Linguistic Borders”
conference is being sponsored by the
modern language department, the English
department and the Latin American studies
department and the Office of the Provost .
For more information on LASSO and the
conference log onto www.panam.edu or
www7.tamucommerce.edu/swjl/public_html/lasso.html.

By JULIAN CAVAZOS
The Pan American
It’s called the Pharr Literacy Center
(PLC), a non-profit organization
teaching adults to speak English. With its
opening in September, the citizens of Pharr
as well as Hidalgo County can hope that a
new generation of non-English speakers will
become fluent in their new language.
The PLC offers classes for families who
are struggling to learn to speak and read
English. Tutoring classes are offered for
students in grades 1-6.
"What they really need is basic English.
To learn and understand it," said PLC
Director Laura Martinez.
Consultation on learning how to use
computers and a program called Parents
Helping Parents are also available. Parents
Helping Parents is a weekly discussion given
by a different speaker each time, about
problems dealing with family and school. In
addition, seminars are given to those who
attend.
Elva Michal, PLC vice president, said,
"We implement a seminar conducted by the
community and agencies about job-related
issues. Last Thursday, the topic was "If You
Had the Perfect Job."
Those who help teach adults to speak
English are everyday people, who simply
care for those within their community.
Mayor Leo Palacios, consultant and
honorary adviser, said, "The Pharr Literacy
Center is a community thing. We get
schoolteachers, school board members,
church members, and neighborhood people
to come out and help volunteer."
When the PLC opened last month Elva
Michal and Palacios united with other
community organizations such as the Pharr
Community Outreach Project , and Region
One to form a committee that would help
make a difference in their city.

The PLC is funded by churches,
fundraisers, and community support from
groups like the Pharr Community Outreach
Project. As the year comes to an end, the
PLC is hoping to raise $50,000-$60,000 for
additional services of helping adults get their
GED‚s, and offering consultations on
citizenship and immigration by next January.
Palacios said, "We did a survey and asked
citizens of Pharr what they felt was the most
important need at the time, and it turned out
that education was the most critical."
Virginia Allain, chair of The Rio Grande
Valley Literacy Taskforce, has found that
there is a strong relationship between those
who are non-English speaking, and the
education they receive.
"In Hidalgo County alone, 50 percent
don’t finish their high school education. Of
those 50 percent 30 percent don’t even have
a 9th-grade education," said Allain. "The
unemployment rate in the Valley is 14-15
percent which is much higher than the
national unemployment rate at 4-5 percent."
Nationally, according to the National
Adult Literacy Suvey, over 40 million of 290
million Americans have literacy needs. In the
state of Texas alone, over 6 million are
illiterate, placing Texas right behind
California in terms of the highest population
of under-educated adults, according to the
1994 Texas Adult Literacy Survey.
Many Hispanics in the Rio Grande Valley
have trouble with English literacy. Studies
have found that unemployment leads to
negative means for finding income.
"There is a direct correlation between not
having a high school degree and the number
of people in prison. If they’re not employed
because they lack literacy, they may
desperately turn to other means of making
money, such as dealing drugs," said Allain.
In 2000 the U.S Department of Education
found that in 1999, only 25.2 percent of
Hispanic parents had received at least a high
school diploma. This is lower than the white

Julian Cavazos/The Pan American

LITERACY — The Pharr Literacy Center is located at the Pharr United Methodist
Center on 119 E. Kelly Street.

percentage of 55.2 percent and black
percentage of 37.1percent. The Hispanic
dropout rate of students between the ages 1624 is at 29 percent, making literacy en even
more pressing need.
It is because so many people who lack
literacy that they are unable to get jobs, and
by so many people being under-educated, is
discourages major national businesses to
come to the Valley because people don’t
have the proper education to fulfill such
important jobs those businesses will require.
Located at the Pharr United Methodist

Church on 119 E. Kelly Street, the PLC is
always looking for funds and volunteers to
help people within the community learn
literacy, simply because it is important and
essential for success, especially among
Hispanics in the Rio Grande Valley. Anyone
interested in attending, volunteering, or
donating money should call Elva Michal at
956-782-0566.
There will also be a chicken barbecue
fundraiser on Nov. 8 located at the Volunteer
Fire Department in Pharr to help raise money
for the PLC.

Science museum offers community classes
By DULCE GONZALEZ
The Pan American
The International Museum of Art and
Science (IMAS) is offering the community an
opportunity to take part in educational art
classes.
IMAS will be hosting a variety of classes
including ones on mosaics, stained glass,
elements of drawing, beginning and advanced
photography, and a little artists class for
toddlers. According to Cari Olea, public
programs coordinator, a number of classes are
offered throughout the year and these are
divided up by sessions.
The museum offered different classes earlier
this year such as children’s watercolor, a
darkroom class for photography, and acrylic
painting for adults. Olea, along with her
supervisor, decided the museum needed to
bring new classes into their program.
“I started working with my supervisor and
we started thinking about what other classes
people wanted to see at the museum,” said
Olea.
The classes offered by IMAS offer people
many possibilities. According to Olea the
classes offered at the museum give people a
greater understanding of the subject because
each one lasts a long time. The classes last six
weeks and every student is able to receive
individual attention from the instructor.
“In our classes you learn a lot more, and you

degree from the University of South Dakota.
get a lot more than in the classes you get at
Recently he has been teaching stained glass
craft stores,” said Olea.
window making to the Winter Texans. The
She and her supervisor believe the classes
class will meet once a week for six weeks
the museum offers benefit the people taking
starting on Wednesday, Oct. 22 from 6 p.m. to
them. She commented that after a hard day of
8 p.m. The cost for this class will be $175 for
work people can go to the museum and release
non-members and $160 for members.
their energy in artistic form. Not only can
Another class, the elements of drawing class
people relax while taking the classes, they can
is for kids ages 7-16.
also get a sense of selfThis class will be taught
esteem.
by Billy Ritter, a
“When they put their
graduate of Slippery
hard work into it, [art]
In
our
classes
Rock University in
then they can really
Pennsylvania.
begin to appreciate art,”
you learn a lot
According to Ritter, the
said Olea.
more, and you get
class will cover the
The mosaics class will
principles of line, shape,
be taught by Judi Ris, a
a lot more than in
color, and texture as
self-taught artist. The
well as portrait artwork
classes start on
the classes you
and abstract art.
Thursday, Oct. 23.
get at craft stores
Elements of drawing
Mosaics class will meet
mainly focuses on the
once a week from 6 p.m.
- Cari Olea,
elements that comprise
to 8 p.m. The cost of the
Public Programs Coordinator
art.
class will be $160 for
“I teach the kids that
non-members and $145
drawing is very important, if you can draw then
for IMAS members, plus there is a $15 supply
fee. Ris specializes in mosaics of glass and tile, you got it,” said Ritter. “This class
encompasses everything.”
and also in murals. Since she moved to
The elements of drawing class will also meet
McAllen in 1998, her art work has been
once a week for a period of six weeks starting
exhibited at a private showing at the Tower
Saturday, Oct. 11 from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. The
Club and at the Nuevo Santander Gallery.
cost is $115 for non-members and $100 for
The stained glass class will be taught by
members, plus a $10 supply fee.
Larry Thorpe, who received his teaching

“

“
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The beginning and advanced photography
class will be taught by Jim Hicks, who has an
enormous amount of experience in the area of
photography. He traveled through Europe for a
year on a photographic expedition. Since 1998
he has been teaching photography at Memorial
High School. The class will run for six weeks
meeting once a week starting on Nov. 6 from
the beginners class, and Nov. 7 for the
advanced class. Classes will be held for both
beginners and advanced from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
The cost of the class will be $175 for museum
members and $160 for non-members.
The little artists class, for children ages three
to five, will be taught by Lisa Rangel. It will
meet once a week on Thursdays for a month
from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m. The cost will be $5 per
class or $20 for the entire session. The kids’
class will focus on the different art mediums.
“We introduce them to primary and
secondary colors,” said Olea. “It’s good for
your children to go and relax doing simple
things, not like a karate class that requires
more.”
The museum is trying to implement new
classes for the following session. Possible new
classes could include guitar lessons for children
and adults, sculpture, painting, and children
and adult’s Spanish classes. Olea also stated
that the museum is open to suggestions.
“If anyone wants to come and teach a class
they can come and talk to us, and we will
consider it,” said Olea.
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Campus
VO I C E

How important is it to
participitate in Spirit Week?

Flor Jara
Social Work
Senior
It should be important because it brings
unity to our campus. It gives us time to
realize that there are more things than
just standing.

John Tamez
Chemical Engineering
Freshman
Yes, for pride... for the love of the Broncs
inside my soul.

Karla Moreno
Pre Pharmacy
Junior
Yes, because you are supposed to
support your school for sports and
organizations. All the organizations
should show spirit as a whole
because we are all part of one team.

Tommy Martinez
Kenisiology
Freshman
I think it’s important to an extent. it
depends on what you are here for.
You tend to be more involved if you
live here on campus.

Martin Prieto
Theater/TV Film
Freshman
I think it’s a waste of time. I don’t feel that
we meet as a whole university, we are
more individuals.
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Linguistic summit
set to begin at UTPA
By AMELIA GARCIA
The Pan American
The Linguistic Association of the
Southwest (LASSO) 32nd annual conference
titled “Crossing Linguistic Borders,” is set to
commence at the University of Texas Pan
American Oct. 17-19.
“This is a major international linguistic
conference that focuses on the Southwest and
travels through major universities,” Dr.
Pamela Anderson-Mejias, associate professor
for English and co-chair for the conference
said. “This is the first time UTPA was even
considered to host and we are very honored.
It will bring people from all over the world
that are doing studies that deal with English
and Spanish.”
Concurrent sessions with over 100
linguists from throughout the United States,
Mexico, Australia, Korea and other countries
will present on topics ranging from
phonology of Spanish to colonial documents
of Texas to Spanish heritage speakers
engaging in the writing process. Papers in
linguistics from other areas, such as
Spanglish, language acquisition, and cultural
ethnicity, will also be presented.
“We study languages to understand who
we are as human beings; it is a part of our
human nature. We identify with our
language,” Anderson-Mejias said. “Many
sessions will focus on heritage language.
That affects the Valley. The question is will
people who speak a language other than the
main language keep their language.
Linguistics think it’s important for them to
keep their heritage language, because it is a
part of their identity.”
The opening session will be Friday at 8:30
a.m. in the UTPA Media Theater and will
feature speaker Joshua A. Fishman, professor
emeritus from Yeshiva University and general
editor of the International Journal os the
Sociology of Language. He speaks at 10:45
a.m.
Fishman, whose research interests include
language and ethnicity, language planning,
and bilingual education, will speak on
“Distancing and Interaction: The Status
Agenda in Corpus Planning.”
The second plenary speaker will be Jose G.
Moreno de Alba, research fellow of the
Instituto de Investigaciones Filologicas and a
professor at Universidad Nacional Autonoma
de Mexico. He will be speaking on “El Atlas
Longuistico de Mexico” at 10:45 a.m.
Saturday.
Fishman and Moreno de Alba are both
prominent linguists that research the English
and Spanish languages.
“Dr. Joshua Fishman is a most noted
scholar in linguistics and it is an honor for us

UTPA Men's Flag
Football

Joshua A. Fishman

Jose G. Moreno de Alba
to have him presenting here,” said Dr. Lino
Garcia, professor of Spanish, “Dr. Jose
Moreno de Alba is from Mexico City and is
also noted and very famous in Mexico. This
is the most noted conference we’ve had in a
long time. It doesn’t only have a local
impact, but an international one as well.”
Dr. Hugo Mejias, associate professor for
modern languages and co-chair for the
conference explained that Fishman and
Moreno de Alba are major figures in the area
of linguistics.
“It’s the first time we’re having a
conference like this here,” he said. “And
we’re bringing the mero mero in social
linguistics, the big guy. Almost everybody
whose writing a paper on bilingual education
has to quote this guy. We’re also bringing
Jose Moreno de Alba whose the most famous
and accomplished linguist in Spanish.”
LASSO is a regional linguistics association
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SPORTS CLIPBOARD

Upcoming UTPA
Schedule
Friday, Oct. 17
Women’s tennis at Omni Hotel
ITA Southwest Regional
Saturday, Oct. 18
Volleyball vs. Connecticut at
TAMUCC, 11 a.m.
Women’s tennis at Omni Hotel
ITA Southwest Regional
Cross country at Chili Pepper
Invitational
Sunday, Oct. 19
Women’s tennis at Omni Hotel
ITA Southwest Regional
Wednesday, Oct. 22
Volleyball vs. Texas Southern at
Fieldhouse, 7 p.m.

Pool A
Stallions
Team DU
Second 2 None
Huevos Rancheros

W
2
2
0
0

L
0
0
2
2

Pool B
The Bucs
Iron Maiden Again
Squirrels
Beavers

W
2
2
0
0

L
0
0
2
2

Pool C
Meat Heads
Gamblers
Apollos
Nec.Roughness

W
2
1
1
0

L
0
1
1
2

Pool D
Vipers
Metal Militia
Trojans
Damage Inc.

W
2
1
0
0

L
0
1
1
1

Pool E
Xacutioners
Beta RHO
Mudd Dawgs
Phi Kaps

W
2
1
0
0

L
0
0
1
2

RESULTS AND SCHEDULE

Midnight
Madness set

UTPA Co-Rec Flag Volleyball
Tournament
Teams
Team Extreme
Tigers
Concise
Trojans
Vipers
Bulls
KAT/Phi Sigs
The Bhats
H&K Club
Troopers
Phi Kaps

W
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

L
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

UTPA Co-Rec Flag Soccer
Tournament
Teams
A. San Pancho
The Beaners
Los Diablos Rojos
Lopez Tire Club
Party Boys
La Pandilla
Real Banil
Warriors
Wrecking Crew

W
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

L
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

The Boston Red Sox rallied with three runs in the
seventh inning to defeat the
New York Yankees 9-6
Wednesday and tie the
best-of-7 AL Championship
Series 3-3.
David Ortiz tied it with a
run-scoring single and
Johnny Damon drove in the
winning run with a walk.
Boston battered the Bronx
Bombers with 16 hits.
Roger Clemens of the
Yankees will face Pedro
Martinez of the Red Sox in
a classic pitching matchup
with the winner getting a
trip to the World Series.
New York won the regular
season series 10-9.
Alan Embree won the
game in relief, while Jose
Contreras took the loss.
The decisive seventh
game will be played tonight
at 8:05 p.m. on FOX.

UTPA’s men’s and
women’s teams will get the
2003-2004 college basketball season will get underway with Midnight Madness
Friday evening.
Among the events will be
a slam dunk contest, threepoint shootout, and the
reappearance of athletic
department’s mascot,
Bucky.
The evening will kickoff
at 7 p.m. with a tailgate
party outside the
Fieldhouse Twelve student
organizations will participate and include several
contests such as the
jalapeno, hot dog and
watermelon eating contest.
Kid Mike from B-104 will
be playing from 7 p.m. to 9
p.m.
The burning of the letters
will occur at 10:15 p.m. and
the teams will be presented
at midnight.

Cubs will wait
‘til next year

Bosox force
Game 7

Wednesday, Oct. 8
Stallions 36, Second 2 None 0
Iron Maiden Again 33, Beavers 22
Apollos vs. Nec. Roughness, late
Monday, Oct. 13
Damage Inc. vs. Trojans
Mudd Dawgs vs. Beta RHO
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The Florida Marlins came
from behind to beat the
Chicago Cubs 9-6
Wednesday night in Game

2003 Women’s Soccer
World Cup
Match
25
26
27
28

Date
Oct. 1
Oct. 1
Oct. 2
Oct. 2

Quarterfinals
U.S.A. 1, Norway 0
Sweden 2, Brazil 1
Germany 7, Russia 1
China 0, Canada 1

Match
29
30

Date
Oct. 5
Oct. 5

Semifinals
Germany 3, U.S.A. 0
Sweden 2, Canada 1

Match
31

Date
Oct. 11

Third Place
U.S.A. 3, Canada 1

Match

Date

Final

32

Oct. 12

Germany 2, Sweden 1

NFL Week Seven Schedule
Away
Baltimore
Denver
New England
Philadelphia
Tennessee
Dallas
Green Bay
New Orleans
San Diego
Washington
N.Y. Jets
Tampa Bay
Chicago
Kansas City

Home
Cincinnati
Minnesota
Miami
N.Y. Giants
Carolina
Detroit
St. Louis
Atlanta
Cleveland
Buffalo
Houston
San Francisco
Seattle
Oakland

Date
Oct. 19
Oct. 19
Oct. 19
Oct. 19
Oct. 19
Oct. 19
Oct. 19
Oct. 19
Oct. 19
Oct. 19
Oct. 19
Oct. 19
Oct. 19
Oct. 20

Time
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
3:05 p.m.
3:15 p.m.
3:15 p.m.
8 p.m

Open date:
Arizona, Indianapolis, Jacksonville, and Pittsburgh

7 of the NL Championship
Series to advance to their
second World Series in 11
years, while the Cubs will,
once again, have to “wait ‘til
next year.”
Chicago went ahead 5-3
on homers by starting pitcher Kerry Wood and outfielder Moises Alou, but the
Marlins rallied for three runs
in the fifth inning to take a
6-5 lead.
Florida will take on
Boston or New York
Saturday in the opening
game of the World Series.

Uruguay beats
Mexico
The Uruguayan national
soccer team defeated
Mexico 2-0 before 41,587 in
an exhibition match played
at Soldier Field in Chicago.
Uruguayan striker Diego
Perrone scored in the 27th
and 62nd minutes to defeat
the Mexican squad led by
Argentinian head coach
Ricardo Antonio LaVolpe.
The South Americans are
in the process of World Cup
qualifying.

Mexican Soccer League Table
Team
Tigres
Necaxa
U.A.G.
U.N.A.M.
Santos
Pachuca
Atlante
Morelia
América
Puebla
Veracruz
Irapuato
Toluca
Monterrey
Guadalajara
Cruz Azul
Chiapas
Atlas
Club San Luis
Querétaro
Group I
20 - Pachuca
16 - Puebla
14 - Toluca
14 - Monterrey
12 - Atlas

W-D-L
7-3-1
6-5-1
7-2-3
6-3-3
5-5-2
5-5-2
5-4-3
5-2-5
4-4-4
4-4-4
4-3-5
4-3-5
4-2-5
3-5-4
4-2-6
3-5-4
4-2-6
3-3-6
2-4-6
0 - 2 - 10

GF:GA
23:10
19:12
20:14
21:16
27:17
18:14
20:14
16:18
23:14
15:15
17:21
16:24
15:15
22:23
17:19
17:21
15:24
21:22
14:21
8:30

Group II
23 - U.A.G.
21 - U.N.A.M.
20 - Santos
16 - América
2 - Querétaro

PTS
24
23
23
21
20
20
19
17
16
16
15
15
14
14
14
14
14
12
10
2

Scorer / Team
G
L.G. Rey, Ate
8
C.M. Morales, Ats
8
R. Navia, Mor
8
A. Fernandes, Mty 8
A. Moreno, Ncx
8
L. Quinteros, Pue
8
E. Marcon, UAG
8
C. Blanco, Ame
7
J. Borgetti, San
7
A. Silvera, Tig
7
W. Gaitan, Tig
7
E. Mora, Vcz
7
I. Iniguez, UNAM
6
A. Gonzalez, Ira
5
E. Begines, Ira
5
G. Alvez, Pac
5
J.S. Cardozo, Tol
5
Eight tied with 4 goals

Group III
24 - Tigres
17 - Morelia
14 - Cruz Azul
14 - Chiapas
10 - San Luis

Group IV
23 - Necaxa
19 - Atlante
15 - Veracruz
15 - Irapuato
14-Guadalajara

Week 12 results Oct. 11-12: Chiapas 1, Atlas 1; Tigres 4, Veracruz 1;
Morelia 1 Monterrey 0; Guadalajara 2, U.N.A.M. 0; Necaxa 1, Puebla 0;
Toluca 1, Cruz Azul 2; Atlante 2, San Luis 0; Pachuca 2, América 1;
Querétaro 0, U.A.G. 3; Santos 5, Irapuato 0.
Week 13 schedule Oct. 18-19: San Luis vs. Chiapas; Veracruz vs.
Toluca; Monterrey vs. Querétaro; Cruz Azul vs. Guadalajara; Atlas vs.
Pachuca; U.N.A.M. vs. Necaxa; América vs. Morelia; Irapuato vs. Puebla;
Santos vs. Atlante; U.A.G. vs. Tigres.

Valley High School
Football
District 31-4A
Sharyland
PSJA High
Edinburg
Mission
Mission Vet.
PSJA Mem.
Roma

Record Overall
3-0
7-0
2-0
3-2
1-1
4-1
1-1
2-3
1-2
1-5
1-2
1-6
0-3
1-6

District 32-4A
Bro. Porter
Edcouch-Elsa
Mercedes
Harlingen S.
Los Fresnos
Weslaco East
Bro. López

Record Overall
3-0
6-0
3-0
4-2
1-1
3-2
1-1
2-4
1-2
3-3
0-2
1-5
0-3
0-6

District 31-5A
Economedes
McAllen High
PSJA North
La Joya
Nikki Rowe
McAllen Mem.
Edinburg North
RGC

Record Overall
3–0
4–1
3–0
4–1
2–1
5–1
2–1
4–2
1–2
3–2
1–2
1–5
0–3
2–3
0–3
1–4

District 32-5
Harlingen
Bro. Hanna
Bro. Pace
Bro. Rivera
San Benito
Donna
Weslaco

Record Overall
2-0
3-2
2-1
5-2
2-1
3-3
2-1
3-4
1-1
3-2
1-2
4-3
0-2
0-5

Week 7 Schedule
Thursday, Oct. 16
District 31-5A
Río Grande City at Nikki Rowe
District 31-4A
Edinburg High at PSJA Memorial
District 32-4A
Weslaco East at Brownsville Porter
Friday, Oct. 17
District 31-5A
Edinburg North at McAllen Memorial
McAllen High at Edinburg Economedes
District 32-5A
Donna at San Benito
Harlingen High at Brownsville Rivera
Open Date: Brownsville Hanna
District 31-4A
Mission High at Mission Memorial
Sharyland at PSJA High
Open Date: Roma
District 32-4A
Mercedes at Edcouch-Elsa
Los Fresnos at Harlingen South
Open Date: Brownsville López
District 32-3A
Hidalgo at Progreso
La Feria at Río Hondo
Raymondville at Port Isabel
District 32-2A
Santa Rosa at La Villa
Non-District
Brownsville St. Joseph at Lyford
Saturday, Oct. 18
District 31-5A
La Joya at PSJA North
District 32-5A
Weslaco High at Brownsville Pace

All games are at 7:30 p.m.

Valley Top 10
1. Sharyland
7-0
2. Bro. Porter
6-0
3. McAllen High 4-1
4. PSJA North
5-1
5. Economedes 4-1
6. Harlingen High 3-2
7. Edinburg High 4-2
8. La Feria
5-0
9. Nikki Rowe
4-2
10. La Joya
4-2

1t
3
4
1t
NR
10
7t
7t
NR
5
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Soccer club kicks off at UTPA Men’s golf claims
By ED CHRNKO
The Pan American
Germany edged Sweden Sunday, 2-1,
to win the Fourth FIFA Women’s World
Cup. A few days earlier, the Germans
defeated the United States by a surprising 3-0 score in the semifinals that put
an end to the American’s hopes of a
second-consecutive world title.
However, that’s not all that was on
the line. The United States women’s
national team was also playing for the
opportunity to resurrect the Women’s
United Soccer Association which folded
five days prior to the opening kick off
the the World Cup.
Several Valley and University of
Texas-Pan American soccer fans can
sympathize with the women’s plight.
UTPA has not had a soccer team since
the late 1990s and has only seen action
on the pitch in the form of intramural
soccer events. But even those have been
on the decline in the past few years,
according to Recreation-Sports assistant
coordinator Art Cabrera.
However, all is not lost, at least not at
Pan Am. As a matter of fact, it could
just be the beginning or a second coming. Last spring, Jesse and Eduardo
Martínez set the wheels in motion for
the founding of a football (soccer) club.
At the beginning of fall semester, the
two brothers from Monterrey, Nuevo
León, México officially began activities
for the Club Real Sociedad F.C., located
on the second floor of the University

Center.
The Martínez brothers, both
Harlingen High graduates, created the
club to promote soccer at UTPA. Jesse,
a TV-film major, and Eduardo, a computer information systems major, wish
to share the fundamental aspects of the
"beautiful game" equally with those
who may have never stepped foot on a
pitch and those who have experience
with and passion for the world’s most
popular sport.
A club is exactly the way Pan Am got
its first and only soccer team in the
early 1970s, and it turned out to be one
of the university’s most successful
sports programs until its demise in the
late ‘90s due to gender equity.
“We were accustomed to playing
(soccer) and we were surprised when
we got here that a major university like
this one didn’t have a team,” said club
vice president and co-founder Eduardo
Martínez.
The Club Real Sociedad’s objectives
are simple: to hold workshops and clinicals for those who want to learn to play
soccer, or fútbol as it is known just
across the border. In addition, the club
hopes to organize exhibition matches, or
friendlies as they are known in soccer,
and enter teams into tournaments. They
also hope to create a soccer department
in the hopes of getting a men’s and
women’s soccer program here at UTPA.
“Right now, it’s not really a great
commencement of activity. We’re still
starting out,” Eduardo said. “We want

the sport (soccer) to be a part of Pan
Am and not be just an organization.”
The club has held some initial workshops at the Rec-Sports fields located
next to Bronc Village. The workshops
or clinicals have been comprised of
demonstrating and practicing the fundamentals of soccer such as dribbling,
passing and shooting.
“Basically, we’re trying to see what
people want to learn or do,” Eduardo
said. “People want to learn the basics
which make us very happy. We want
people to be able to watch a game and
enjoy it, but also be able to analyze it.”
Jesse and Eduardo, both admirers of
Brazilian striker Romario, stress fair
play and the development of good
skills.
“We want to show good fútbol,” said
Jesse, the club president. “Just because
you played in the street for 10 years
doesn’t mean you played well.”
At the moment, the Club Real
Sociedad is the only sports-oriented
organization on campus and is starting
to become known mostly through wordof-mouth. And they are doing it without
any funding and limited help from the
university.
To learn more about the Real
Sociedad Football Club, call 739-2489
or send an e-mail to
jmartinez59@panam.edu. A web site is
currently under construction. The club’s
next workshop will be held at the RecSports softball field Oct. 21 and 23
from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.

RAMOS

fifth at SFA Classic

By BRIAN CARR
The Pan American
The UTPA Broncs concluded their fall schedule Tuesday
with their most impressive outing of the season.
The Broncs, who had a poor
showing at the 2002 Crown
Classic at Stephen F. Austin,
finishing 16th of 18 teams,
shot a third-round score of 309
to give them a fifth place finish
of 907, at this year's Crown.
Paul Manganilla, who shot a
three-round total of 221 and
took eighth place individually
in the tournament, lead the
Broncs to their only top-ten
finish of the season, and their
only top half finish under new
head coach Drew Scott.
Scott, who took over at the
beginning of this semester, was
confident that a strong finnish
was imminent.
“I knew the guys would play
well eventually,” Scott said. “I
think the big relief for me is
that we don’t have to wait until
later for a good finish, and we

can point to the results and say
that we can do well.”
The Broncs, have yet to
release their spring schedule,
and will have a break until
sometime in mid-February. but
Despite their good showing at
Stephen F. Austin, Scott says
there are still a lot of things
that can be worked upon until
the spring opener.
“Each of the guys can say
there were times when they
didn’t have enough birdies, or
say they lost a couple of shots
here or there,” Scott said.
“Overall we were pleased
overall. We thought it was a
good way to bounce back, but
we can always improve.”
Along with Manganilla, senior Rudy Celedon and sophomore Craig Berger finished in
the top 25, with finishes of
12th and 23rd respectively.
Prior to their appearance at the
Crown the highest individual
finish by a Bronc was when
senior John Huerta tied for
34th at the Fairway Club
Invitational.

continued from page 16

physicians
determined
that the
injury in
the lumbar
portion of
his
vertebrae
hadn’t
completely
healed.
In order
for Ramos
to have
continued
his
Olympic
dream, he
would have
had to
undergo a
dangerous
operation
risking
paralysis.
He didn’t
want to
have the
surgery, but
wanted to
continue
training at
his own
risk.
However,
Photo by Luis E. Saavedra/The Pan American
his
Romanian
Jorge Ramos (left) signs UTPA student Nelda Gutierrez’ book Sunday.
coach declined
Ramos said. “I could’ve been
“It was very frustrating, but
to keep him in training and
an athlete, later guitarist, and I
I was finally able to express
Ramos’ dream came to an
ended up being a journalist.”
myself in another way,”
abrupt end.
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Campus safety reports Faculty Association
accessible on Web site valuable info source
By LYLONY CAZARES
The Pan American
Theft is the most frequently reported
crime at the University of Texas-Pan
American. But the good news is that 2002
crime rates were considered low by
campus police. Compared to the rest of
the world, campuses are pretty safe
places to be.
All this information is easy to access.
The Campus Safety and Security Report
states the crime levels every year, but
now the reports can be accessed online at
the UTPA web site. According to UTPA
Assistance Chief of Police W. Jay Carey,
the crime rate is relatively low compared
to other UTPA component schools.
"Overall crime rates (2002) for the UT
System institutions showed a drop of 4.7
percent from 2001,” Carey said. “And of
all crimes reported in Texas (2002) only
0.25 percent took place on any UT
campus.”
Carey also mentioned that according to
the Campus Safety and Security Report,
there were 78 reported thefts last year,
with cases ranging from lost or stolen
calculators to stolen vehicles.
Despite the encouraging overall nature
of the crime numbers and the added
feature of their accessibility, some
students focused on particulars and
responded negatively. Jose Gomez, a
computer science major, found the
incidence of theft on campus to be
shocking.
"It’s unbelievable,” Gomez commented.
“One of my friend’s car was broken into
in broad daylight.”
Carey also mentioned that to keep theft
down the University Police Department
maintains around-the-clock campus
coverage through proactive patrols of
officers and guards on foot, on bicycles,
and in vehicles. Campus police also move
through all university buildings on a
nightly basis, checking every office for
unlocked doors and suspicious activity.

But people can help the police do their
job, in many ways.
"The basic manner of preventing theft
is to be aware of your surroundings and
be alert of your property,” Carey said.
The other UT campuses also have high
numbers of reported theft. The University
of Texas at San Antonio reported having
67 theft incidents, and the University of
Texas at Houston reported 74 cases.
Christine Carruthers, UTPA’s director
of Student Judicial Affairs, was in charge
of putting the report together and
updating university polices and
procedures.
She explained the purpose of the report
was to provide students with procedures
for any crime that may occur on campus,
and of the numbers of specific crimes that
may happen. The goal is to teach them to
be aware of what is possible, and bolster
prevention.
"UTPA as any other university has a
crime rate that reflects the city that we
are located in," Carruthers stated.
Carruthers also said she feels students
and staff should pay attention to reporting
procedures and support services outlined
in the report.
In order to report a crime, a student
must call the UTPA Police at 911 or visit
the UTPA Police Department at 501 N.
Sugar Road. Students can also use any of
the campus telephones by dialing "HELP"
ext. 4357 or 956/316-7151, or by
contacting an officer in uniform or any
staff member in a university office. Using
the Emergency Call Boxes located
throughout the campus is also an option.
Carey said the crime rate can be lower
if continued education of the campus
community is paired with everyone taking
part to prevent crime by being alert.
"As a final note it should be expressed
that preventing crime is up to each and
everyone of us, and they must be
constantly aware of their surroundings
and take responsibility for their actions,"
Carey concluded.

By CHRISTINA HARRIS
The Pan American
The Texas Faculty Association (TFA)
is an advocacy organization
representing faculty in all divisions of
Texas higher education. The
organization’s goal is to provide faculty
and staff with timely and important
information regarding Texas higher
education.
The local faculty association, Pan
American United Faculty (PAUF), is
part of the larger state organization and
boasts of being the largest local in
Texas.
The September 2003 edition of the
TFA electronic briefing discusses the
78th Texas Legislature’s slashing of
higher education’s budget for the 20042005 biennium. TFA president James
Aldridge expressed his opinion of the
legislature’s actions, which amounted to
12 percent state agency cuts to make up
for a nearly $10 billion shortfall.
“The leadership of the 78th
Legislature cleverly decided to go
through a zero-based budgeting exercise
in order to hoodwink people into
believing that they were building higher
education from the ground up,” said
Aldridge. “But make no mistake about
it—this was not an exercise in adding
‘blocks’ to a building that was being
built de novo; it was an exercise in
deconstructing higher education.”
UTPA associate professor Kenneth
Buckman also believes that the
Legislature’s actions will create some
long-term consequences.
“They are more worried about the
constituencies that get them reelected,
than taking the difficult stand,” said
Buckman. “It is easy for them to target
a vulnerable budget item such as

education as a short-term solution. That
is why TFA's legislative involvement is
so important to faculty here at UTPA.”
Critics of the union stance might
suggest that the expediency of the
situation justified the seemingly harsh
cuts, and that higher education was not
the only institution to feel the bite of
the state’s red tape.
Either way, Buckman, the president
of PAUF, believes joining an
association like his is a good idea for
UTPA faculty members. However, some
faculty find the idea of a union on
campus problematic.
“There are faculty who do not feel
that all faculty have shared interests
that are best represented by a body that
has the interests of faculty as a whole
as its charge,” said Buckman. “There
are faculty that feel that their interests
are best represented by themselves and
do not feel a need to join our
association.”
It might be noted that there are some
faculty who, far from being self-serving
or selfish, are simply ideologically
opposed to the idea of coercive
collective bargaining by a specialinterest group.
According the TFA bylaws, one of the
purposes of TFA is to unite all faculty
members and education professionals in
Texas higher education in a single
organization. TFA offers its members a
three-way member protection program
that includes up to $6,000,000 of
liability coverage if faculty members
encounter a problem.
“We are faculty members’ best bet for
sailing through the academic eddies that
will arise in their career, but people
must be members before a problem
arises if we are to assist them when it
does,” said Buckman.

2002 Overall Crime Rate for the UT System
˙ Dropped 4.7 percent from 2001
˙ Of all the crimes reported in Texas .25 percent took place on a UT campus.

Tips to prevent stolen item:
˙ Be aware of your surroundings and alert of your property
˙ Don’t leave rooms open or unlocked
˙ Don’t leave items laying around
˙ Keep an inventory of all personal property with serial numbers
˙ Or unique identifiers in the event of a theft or loss the information can be
entered into the National Crime Computer
Source: W. Jay Carey, Assist Chief
of Police
University Police Dept

Linda Flores/The Pan American

NO HORSING AROUND — Employees from the Payments and Collections
department took time off from managing funds to design and decorate their office.
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The Killer Bees congregate on the ice and listen to a strategy session in preparation for the inaugural 2003-04 season opener at San Angelo on Oct. 18. The Killer Bees open at home on Oct. 31.

By BRIAN CARR
The Pan American

NEWS

■ Campus Safety . . . 3
■ LASSO . . . . . . . . . 4
■ IMAS . . . . . . . . . . 5

Council reviews research proposals
By EDWINA P. GARZA
The Pan American
The Faculty Research Council at UTPA met
Wednesday to discuss research proposals, 34 in
total, in order to decide which groups will get
funds to conduct their research. There is
$65,000 of funds available for the proposals. In
total, the groups have requested nearly
$108,000.
"We’re going to have to make some hard
decisions," said Wendy Fowler, the associate
vice president for research.
Fowler, who has been at her position for 15
months, says her job is to not have an active role
in choosing any proposals, but to ensure that
there are resources available for the chosen
projects. This is the first time that the position is
held on campus.
The proposals are from the various colleges
within the university. The submittions that are
granted money are expected to provide a
contribution to their area of study. Each paper
explains the project statement to inform the
council what subject the group is trying to study
and the description of the study, which expresses
the goals of the study. The proposals are written
to persuade the council and convince them that

their study will provide something valuable to
their area of interest.
Selecting the proposals are 15 faculty
members, a librarian and two students—a
graduate student and an undergraduate student,
according to the Handbook of Operating
Procedures, information that is publically
available through the universities web-site.
Gokce Soydemir, the chair of the council, said
the president of the university appoints the
members of the council. The members are
chosen from the various colleges on campus in
order to provide equal representation. This is
Soydemir’s second year on the council and his
first as the chair. His job is to conduct the
meetings of the council as well as write the
letters of acceptance and denial.
When reading the proposals, Soydemir said
the council looks for possible published studies.
Having a study published provides recognition
to the university, he said.
"These are the kind of studies that are
expected to fill the knowledge gap," Soydemir
said.
The studies that are chosen, he stated, must
provide a clear contribution to their area of
concentration, "It has to be original."
In order to be efficient as a group, the faculty

members are each given six proposals to
concentrate on; the proposals are distributed
around to several group members. Soydemir
said six are to be read in detail and later ranked
in a survey that asks how important the council
member thinks the proposal was. Everyone on
the committee is expected to read all 34
proposals in the event of a debate amongst the
council.
This method was chosen, Soydemir says,
because it is the method that grant providing
agencies use. "There are so many proposals and
there isn’t time for all of them," he said. "So
they divide the labor and later compare
rankings."
The proposals were turned in at the beginning
of the semester—perhaps Sept. 14, according to
Fowler, and letters of acceptance and denial will
be sent out once the council discusses each
proposal in detail.
"We want to fund as much as possible,"
Soydemir said. To do this to the best of the
council’s ability, the proposals that are chosen
are expected to advance the field the study is for,
he said.
"I think it’s a very exciting time on campus,"
Fowler said. "We’re moving forward toward a
higher research status."

The 2003-04 Central
Hockey League season
begins today with the Corpus
Christi Rayz hosting the New
Mexico Scorpions, and there
are lot of last-minute preparations that have to be made to
ensure the 12th season of the
CHL’s operation starts off
with a bang.
“From a marketing standpoint we’re having to finalize
a lot of deals and verify
everything is a go for
opening night. From an
operating standpoint we
have to make sure
we’ve got all our music
and lights together for
when the teams hit the
ice. We’re having to
finalize contracts.
We’re having to enter
the name, position,
number, size and
weight of the players
into our system. We’re
finalizing our initial
schedule. And we’re
having to make sure we
have everything in order in
terms of linesmen being at
games to officiate…,” said
Steve Cherwonak, vice president of communications for
the CHL, as he rattled off a
lengthy list of tasks into a
telephone receiver in an
office in Phoenix, Ariz. He
knows what has to be done
for the CHL’s season to begin

“

necessarily mean the better.
“It will be great if it
happens early, and you
want your guys to work
hard and compete every
night, but it’s better to get
your boost a little later on
during the season,”
Egeland said.
The Bees who will
begin their inaugural season with a four-game, 12day tour of Texas, will
have a chance to realize
early how well they can go
out every night and
get the job done as a
team.
“It’s the best
thing you can do as a
team to get out of
your home city,”
Egeland said. “It gets
the team to get to
know each other. It
might take some time
to see dividends from
that, but it happens.”
When the puck
- Tracy Egeland, Killer Bees head
drops in San Angelo on
coach
Saturday evening,
Egeland and the Bees
will find out just how
long it will take to see results
were made Monday, but after
as a team, and whether the
dropping both preseason outmomentum of back-to-back
ings by a one-goal margin, it
preseason losses will follow
is tough to say how long it
will take the Bees to get com- them into the season.
“Now it’s for real,”
fortable in the league.
Egeland said. “We lost our
For head coach Tracy
exhibitions, but I don’t really
Egeland, who is beginning
put much on those games.
his first full season as a CHL
They’re not a thing to worry
head coach, the sooner his
about.”
team gets cooking might not
smoothly, but he also realizes
that no matter how many
preparations are made, there
will be some hang ups.
“Basically we’re looking
at a two-week window where
we’ll see numerous minor
glitches,” Cherwonak said.
“We’ll have a few things that
we’ll have to tighten up and
figure out before it gets really
comfortable.”
According to the Killer
Bee front office, final
changes to the 2003-04 roster

We lost our
exhibitions, but
I don’t really put
much on those
games.

“

Editor
Matt Lynch

2003 CENTRAL HOCKEY LEAGUE
Northeast Division
Bossier-Shreveport Mudbugs (33-22-9)
Fort Worth Brahmas (16-41-7)
Indianapolis Ice (39-16-9)
Memphis Riverkings (39-21-4)

Southeast Division
Austin Ice Bats (46-14-4)
Corpus Christi Rayz (31-30-3)
Laredo Bucks (41-17-6)
RGV Killer Bees – expansion team

Northwest Division
Colorado Eagles – expansion team
New Mexico Scorpions (31-28-5)
Oklahoma City Blazers (37-20-7)
Tulsa Oilers (37-22-5)
Wichita Thunder (21-36-7)

Southwest Division
Amarillo Gorillas (39-23-2)
Lubbock Cotton Kings (29-28-7)
Odessa Jackalopes (35-22-7)
San Angelo Saints (20-37-7)

Date
Oct. 18
Oct. 24
Oct. 25
Oct. 30
Oct. 31

Opponent
at San Angelo Saints
at Amarillo Gorillas
at Lubbock Cotton Kings
at Corpus Christi Rayz
Corpus Christi Rayz

Time
7:05 p.m.
7:10 p.m.
7:05 p.m.
7:05 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
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IPFW ends Lady
Bronc win streak
we didn’t play like we did in the first
two games.”
The Lady Broncs got a chance to
relax last Friday night to enjoy some
The University of Texas-Pan
friendly competition as they played
American volleyball team was riding
host to a team of UTPA alumni.
a three-game winning streak when it
Pan Am defeated their alumni in an
met Indiana-Purdue-Fort Wayne
exhibition match, 30-22, 30-20 and
Sunday. Unfortunately, the
30-17 at the Fieldhouse.
Mastodons put an end to UTPA’s
Friday’s contest lacked the
latest string of victories by coming
intensity of a regular match against a
from behind to defeat the Lady
classic rival, but the Lady Broncs
Broncs in five sets.
used the opportunity to get players
IPFW beat the orange-and-green,
who have not seen that much playing
24-30, 26-30, 30-28, 30-25 and 15time this year
11. The Mastodons
into the
improved to 13-9
game.
with the win,
The game
while Pan Am
was more fun
We made some
dropped to 12-10
than
on the season.
mistakes, and as
competition
IPFW won
and players
despite an amazing
a
result
we
didn’t
crossed the
performance by
net several
play like we did
freshman libero
times along
Carol Marcengo,
in the first two
with some
whose 41 digs
good-natured
were four shy of
games
trash talk.
the UTPA single- Stephanie Redd, UTPA volleyball
In addition,
match record of
player
the women
45, set by Nikol
from the
Gerlach in 1995.
Valley got a
Marcengo
chance to play against former
increased her streak of 20 or more
coaches and the older women on the
digs to 11 consecutive matches.
team got a chance to play against
Cathi Netemeyer had 21 kills to
former teammates. Lyons enjoyed the
lead the way for the Lady Broncs.
opportunity to play against the person
The orange-and-green received a
big spark from freshman setter Karon who taught her how to play.
“I got a chance to play against two
Lyons as she recorded 28 assists and
of my old coaches,” Lyons said. “I
14 digs.
could show them that I have taken
Sophomore middle blocker
what they taught me and worked hard
Stephanie Redd believes the loss can
be charged to a lack of concentration. and tried to improve my game.”
UTPA will be back in action on
“In the third game we did not come
Oct. 18 when they face Connecticut
out with the intensity that we did in
at Texas A&M-Corpus Christi at 1
the first two games,” Redd said. “We
p.m.
made some mistakes and as a result
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HESTEC HITS UTPA

By MATT HALL
The Pan American

By CLARISSA MARTINEZ
The Pan American
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The Lady Broncs defeated a team comprised of alumni in three straight sets Friday night at the Fieldhouse.

Ramos combats everyday stress with exercise
By ED CHRNKO
The Pan American
The most respected Latin
American journalist, Univisión
anchor Jorge Ramos, made a
quick stop at the Barnes &
Noble in McAllen on North
10th Street Sunday as part of a
tour promoting his latest book,
“Atravesando Fronteras” or
“No Borders.”
Ramos’ hectic schedule
includes anchoring Univisión’s
national nightly news, writing

columns that appear in 30
publications, and doing a
syndicated radio show. For
good measure, he has
published five books in the
span of four years.
However, the Mexico City
native knows that there is a
place and time for everything.
He tries to dedicate what free
time he has to his family as
well as his personal mental and
physical health. His past as an
accomplished athlete helps him
maintain that health.

Ramos, an avid fútbol
(soccer) fan and player, plays
on one of Univisión’s teams
that includes engineers,
cameramen and other staff
members. He said that the
physical activity permits him to
escape from day-to-day stress,
especially with the type of
schedule he maintains.
“I deal with stress playing
fútbol, running, and I’m
happy,” Ramos said. “I play
fútbol every Saturday morning
at Univisión.”

The journalist has been
playing the game since he was
a boy growing up in Mexico
City. He’s a fan of the Mexican
First Division fútbol club, the
Pumas of the National
Autonomous University of
México (U.N.A.M.) based in
Mexico City, and currently
headed by legendary Mexican
striker Hugo Sánchez.
Ramos has found that some
of his best ideas have come to
him while jogging.
The Mexican immigrant is

no stranger to physical activity.
Ramos has always been around
sports. In México, he was an
aspiring athlete before an
injury left him unable to
compete with the Mexican
national team in the Olympic
qualifiers during the 1970s.
Ramos started his Olympic
training when he was 14,
specializing in the high jump.
The training taught Ramos to
control his nervousness, and
eventually helped him years
later when he went in front of

the camera.
A back injury forced him to
switch to the 400-meter
hurdles and he competed
successfully in several national
championships, hoping to win
a place on the Mexican
national team for the 1976 or
1980 Olympics.
However, Ramos’ back
injury turned out to be more
serious than originally thought.
Mexican Olympic team

See RAMOS page 14

Maybe next
year?
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HESTEC WEEK— UTPA students and members of the community
attend a number of information presentations Wednesday.

A whole generation can say they have seen a
man walk on the moon.
Hundreds of families visit NASA space station
in Houston every year, but few can say they
have received live advice from actual astronauts
millions of miles away in space.
Students across South Texas were privileged
to be able to speak to the Expedition 7 Crew
through a live downlink provided by NASA
Tuesday morning in the UTPA Field House. As
part of HESTEC’s Math and Science Exploration
Day, astronauts Yuri Malenchenko and Edward
T. Lu took time from the space station to chat
with over 1,000 members of GEAR UP (Gaining
Early Awareness and Readiness for
Undergraduate Program) and individuals
participating in HESTEC activities.
"The best piece of advice I can offer any of
you, is to keep asking questions,” Lu said.
“Don’t accept every idea the first time you hear
it. Scientists are wrong sometimes too, but that’s
how science works.”
Though the majority of the students who had
the opportunity to ask Malenchenko and Lu a
question about their experience in space were of
high school age, standing with their heads high
were a group of second-graders from Crockett
Elementary in McAllen. Alex Segura, a member
of the class who won the "Ask the Astronaut a
Question" Contest sponsored by KGBT-TV
Channel 4, asked if the spacemen had
encountered any aliens.
With a heartfelt grin and laugh, Lu responded
that if he had seen any aliens it would be a
major event for everyone, but they had not seen
anything yet. Another student asked if the
human race could survive on the planet Mars.
"Right now there is a hostile environment
because of the low atmospheric pressure there
and the lack of oxygen,” Lu answered. “In the

future, I do think people will consider
colonizing Mars and eventually, humans will
spread across the solar systems, and Mars will
be one of the places we live.”
Lu’s answer summarizes the attitude and
message this year’s HESTEC is sending
educators, students, and community members:
Follow your goal no matter the obstacles in the
path.
Rita Moreno was the keynote speaker to
educators Monday, and she told of the doubts
people in the entertainment industry had about
her, and the stereotypical roles she got early in
the game. After her breakthrough performance in
the film “West Side Story,” she gained more
respect from others and strengthened the belief
she had in herself.
“Don’t say you can’t do something because
you’re black or Latino,” Moreno said. “Face
that, get over it, dust yourself off, and study.”
Moreno’s believes education serves as an
equalizer, and she encouraged using knowledge
to back up the pursuit of one’s dreams.
Congressman Ciro D. Rodriguez was one of
the political figures who attended the Hispanic
Science Literacy Roundtable Monday. He stated
that the goal for South Texas is to no longer fall
through the cracks of higher education, but enter
the workforce with the preparation they need to
succeed.
Dr. Clifford Houston, NASA associate
administrator for Higher Education, said that 10
years from now he envisions South Texas
providing large numbers of engineers and
science majors to work for corporations and in
field testing.
With the educators motivation after Math and
Science Educator Day, students were able to
gain the same encouragement from HESTEC
Tuesday with speeches from Olympic gold
medalist skater Derek Parra, TV animal guru

See HESTEC page 12

Students participate in UTPA Spirit Week
By BELINDA REYES
The Pan American
The big bold colors of green and orange stream
everywhere around campus these days because it’s
Bronc Spirit Week.
Spirit Week always kicks off the beginning of
women and men’s basketball training, and
natually leads to Midnight Madness Friday.
David Mariscal, assistant dean of students, said
this is the third year that the Office of Student
Development has administered Spirit Week
projects.
“The coordinators and I start planning this week
in the summer. The week is selected when the
week of Midnight Madness is selected,” Mariscal
said. “We start designing Bronc spirit shirts and
spirit posters.”
Mariscal added that this year’s theme of Bronc

SPIRIT —
UTPA students
show their
school spirit by
decorating their
cars with various UTPA slogans and
graphics.

spirit is reflected in the logo on the spirit shirt. The
UC center sold 1,000 spirit shirts this year, which
sell for $4 each.
“The first year we sold 500 shirts, the second
750 and this year we sold 1,000. We will be
selling 500 more shirts at the University Center
this Friday and its first-come, first-serve,”
Mariscal said.
Although UTPA does not have a football team,
Mariscal said that school spirit is established
through school traditions. The school has over a
dozen athletic programs to garner student
attention, but not having football is an obstacle.
“[Although] Valley life is centered around
football, the traditions of UTPA are focused on our
men and women’s basketball teams. We build our
spirit around student organizations on campus,”
Mariscal said. “We try to get the whole university

See SPIRIT WEEK page 12
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